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datid cyst, together with more or less of the surrounding 
tissues (Cases 2, 4, and 6); or an incision was first made into 
it, and, after the escape of the fluid, the hydatid and surround- 
ing tissue were excised. (Case 5.) 
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CLINICAL ACCOUNT 
By EBEN. WATSON, M.A., M.D., 
LECTURER ON PHYSIOLOGY IN ANDERSON’S UNIVERSITY, AND SURGEON 


ORDEAL BEAN OF CALABAR. 


TO THE BOYAL INFIRMARY, GLASGOW 
Some years ago, when the peculiar effects of the Calabar 
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19th.—Notwithstanding this increase, the patient had three 
severe fits of opisthotonos early in the morning, and she re- 
mained very rigid and the spasms easily excitable till my visit. 
I now determined to use a stro ose of the extract, and 
thus endeavour to conquer the disease. For this purpose I 
ordered the following pills :—Extract of Calabar bean, twelve 

ins; ginger powder of sufficient quantity to make twenty- 
our pills: one to be taken every hour. By mistake the apothe- 
cary made these pills of twice the strength ordered—viz., 
containing each one grain instead of half a grain of the extract. 
This was not, however, discovered till the evening, so that 
the patient took one grain of the extract every hour for eight 
hours without any particular effect being produced. But half 
an —_ after the ninth had been ae the Lae gr fell 
into the following state :— Her eyes were widely opened, staring 
and glassy; the pupils were contracted to pin points ; the pulse 
was rapid and intermitting ; there was a mucous rattle in the 
throat, and the breathing was jerky and fitful. Patient did 
not answer questions, and gave no sign of sensibility. She had 
no — neither could they be induced. In fact, all the 
mu were completely relaxed, except those of the back, 
which were still rigid. She either could not or would not 
move any of her limbs, or make voluntary efforts to swallow. 
Some brandy-and-water and seven drops of the tincture of 
belladonna were poured down her throat, she not resisting, 
and this was repeated in five minutes. No effect was produced 
on the pupils, but the expression became less death-like. 
Patient was turned over on her side, for she had lain on her 
back hitherto, and then she got quit of some reddish-coloured, 
apparently bloody mucus from the throat by both mouth and 
nose. The breathing was thus rendered easier, but it was at 
first very hurried and panting. Gradually it became fuller and 
slower, and the pulse likewise became slower and more re- 
Pie ils soon dilated, but the ae remained 
uite id during the ter of the night. As soon as 
the Seeeiiing-oas eaitlitty cesioeeh, she seemed to be quite 
sensible, but averse or unable to move. Towards morning the 
spasms, though less violent, could be easily induced ; and next 
morning, at half-past eight, I found no traces remaining of the 
very remarkable state in which she had been on the previous 
evening. She was, however, flushed and perspiring; the pupils 
were quite natural, but the pulse was quicker than formerly; 
it numbered 108 in the minute, but was soft and regular. She 
expressed herself as better. She had no giddiness or any other 
disagreeable feeling attributable to the Calabar bean, and she 
was perfectly correct in her mind. 

I remarked that the arms, though still unnaturally stiff, 
‘were more under the control of the will than they had been. 
She could move them a little, and she could separate her teeth 
eer ge ae eS between them. She 
could also iow better, and she lay much more quietly, and 
now generally on her side, in bed. 
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ient for a time, and allow her to y quite thoroughly 

m its effects. I therefore stopped it, and once more ordered 
the tincture of cannabis indica, with appropriate food and 
stimulants. Under this treatment she improved in strength, 
but not much in respect of the tetanus. Hers certainly 
never were so as formerly, but they were very easil 

uced, showing that the disease was* still unconquered. 

ides, the body and legs became again quite stiff, so that if 
one could have raised her by the foot, he could have held her 
straight out in any position. At the same time the face had 
rather a more natural expression, and she could separate the 
teeth about half an inch. Her power over the arms was also 
greater, and she could even move the head a little to one side. 

Such was her state at the end of the ten days during which 
she had no Calabar bean. It seemed to me that the tetanus 
had received a decided check from the large dose of the bean 
taken on the 24th of November, and that it had never since 
assumed its former severity. Still there had been little further 
progress made towards a cure since the bean was sto I 
therefore recommended it in the form of tincture, e after 
the receipt of Dr. Fraser (Hdin. Med. Journal, vol. ix., p. 124), 
who are five minims to be equal to three grains of the 


Dec. 6th.—I ordered the patient to have a dose of five 
minims of the above tincture every two hours, stopping the 
cannabis indica. 
evacuations 

is was the more remarkable because she 
uired a strong dose of castor oil, often forti- 
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effect of such medicine, they had always remained confined. I 
have little doubt, therefore, that this was another of the vhy- 
siological actions of the bean—viz., catharsis. 

It was noticed likewise to-day that her muscles 
were much more relaxed. i 
much more natural ; 
wider than she had yet done, and s 
well. Her head and limbs, both superior and inferior, were 
likewise capable of being moved a little; but her back and 
abdomen still remained rigid, and the spasms, though very 
slight, were easily reproduced. The tincture was continued 
in the same dose, but only every six hours. 

After this date her recovery was very rapid, and I find it 
noted in the journal on the 22nd Decem t for some days 
previously the patient had been quite well, and running about 
the ward. No trace remained of her formidable illness, and 
from the above-mentioned day she took no more of the bean. 

On the 4th of January, 1867, she was sent to the Con- 
valescent Home at Bothwell. 
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fewer than yesterday, sell as 


y prefer the fluid form of ad- 

giving less probability of its accumu- 

lating in stomach, which might occur if it were given in 
the solid form—as, forexample, in pills very frequently. 
The tincture, if well made as y Dr. Fraser, is cer- 
tainly the best and safest form in which it can be administered ; 
and five minims of such a tincture is quite a safe dose to com- 
mence with in the case of persons above ten or twelve years 


of age, as far as my e 
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Newton-terrace, Glasgow, Feb. 1867. 
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TREATED AT THE 
HOSPITAL. 


By SURGEON-MAJOR WYATT. 
(Concluded from p. 237.) 


Casz 3.—Spasmodic cholera, with well-marked collapse ; 
no premonitory diarrhea ; recovery. 
J. T——, aged twenty-two, one year’s service, previously 
healthy, was admitted Oct. 4th, at 9.30 p.m., having vomited 
several times during the previous afternoon only, and also had 


;. | been purged. His countenance was collapsed ; voice charac- 
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teristic ; pulse small and weak ; extremities cold ; secretion of 
urine scanty ; complains of intense cramp in abdomen. To 
have an emetic, and half an hour afterwards thirty minims of 


’ | chlorodyne ; hot bottles to feet ; fever diet, and ice to suck, 


Oct. 5th.—The purging continues, of a pale rice-watery 
character ; the eyes are much sunken, and features more col- 
To take two grains of calomel every half hour, with 

two drops of dilute hydrocyanic acid, twenty minims of dilute 
sulphuric acid, fifteen minims of chloric ether, and an ounce 
and a half of iced water, every two hours. Secretion of urine 
still continues scanty; pulse very weak and thready.—l P.M.: 


; camphor, one grain: 
taken at 


once ; and an hour afterwards a drachm 
int water. The 
e iced milk ad libitum. 


d + every four hours, also castor oil to-morrow morning ; 
To take iced champagne. 
7th.—Slight reaction is now evident ; pulse 96; ski 
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thirsty, but likes 
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Repeat the pill, and a drachm of castor 
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diarrheea and sickness less frequent ; tongue rather ; con- 
junctive injected ; sleeps a good deal, but is very and 
ing ; voice continues very characteristic. Repeat pill, 
castor oil in the morning. 

10th.—Passed a considerable quantity of urine, which is 
eposit ; evacuations more feculent. To 

not so restless ; pulse 88, fuller ; skin 

; tongue moist ; thirst much diminished ; 
mixture every four hours. Repeat 
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arrived at before. Indeed, it would be difficult to conceive a 
more logical and sound reasoning than that upon which the 
éeliminative plan of treatment has been based ; and al 
we know practically as little as ever regarding the materies 
morbi, yet the same may be said of many affections far less 
subtle and precarious to treat. Moreover, as regards cholera, 
our minds have now bven directed to the fact of certain definite 
and almost constant pathological appearances, and the profes- 
sion has with great contidence been now challenged to delibe- 
rate maturely upon the soundness of the views promulgated 
the so- eliminative method, as opposed to all other 
which have previvusly been adopted. It is much to be 
plored that, with the want of confidence with which most 
of us have approached the disease during the past autumn in 
this country, a more extensive trial was not given to this, 
which, in comparison with others, would appear so likely to 
have been beneficial. 

It has been said that a doctor who attempts to treat a dis- 
ease without a theory as to cause may be compared to the 
captain of a ship in a storm withoutahelm. But in what 
disease have there been so many opposite plans of treatment 
theorised upon as in cholera? What has hitherto been our 
guiding rule? What our success? The experience of most 
men would reply, ‘‘ Vil.” And statistics have hitherto, un- 
happily, shown no particular advantage of one plan of treat- 
ment over another. It has fallen to my lot in life to witness 
as much as most men of this disease, amongst the English and 

ign armies in the field, as well as amongst the civil popu- 
lation of this country. I am also tolerably well acquainted 
with most of the literature on this subject ; but I confess that 
until the of De. Johnson's concise and elaborate views, 
I had never felt the slightest confidence as to the probability 
of suecess of one line of treatment over another. It seemed 
equally impossible, when death ensued, to say whether it 
Geadenteied feet at the heart, in the lungs, or by exhaustion 
from implication of, anii shock to, the ganglionic system. One 
circumstance was always clear to my mind—that the amount 
¢ fatal collapse bore no relation whatever to the amount of 

i existing at the time, or asa verpen premonitory 
gymptom. Indeed, the most suddenly fatal cases in my ex- 
perience have been where little or no diarrhcea had been pre- 
sent. I remember being singularly impressed with this to me 

i circumstance, when stationed with the Guards 

im Bulgaria, where cholera committed such havoc in many 

Spans of the English and Turkish armies, and where, as in 

epidemics at their commencement which I had witnessed, 
proportion of recoveries to deaths was very small. 

One of the finest soldiers of the regiment presented himself 

‘to me one morning complaining of cramps in his stomach and 

nausea. He had vomited once or twice only, but had no 

hea. A stimulating emetic was given to him, which had 

the desired effect of discharging a quantity of bilious matter 

from his stomach ; but in four hours he was dead. Now, ex- 

haustion from rice-water evacuations did not cause this man’s 


Another equally impressive case occurred to me on the 

i above Sevastopol. A powerful pioneer, upwards of 
six feet in height, was seized with nausea, without diarrhea, 
but the most painful cramps and intense collapse I ever wit- 
nessed. ‘The spasms could be seen to cause the fibres of the 
muscles to start out irregularly; and after several hours of the 
most extreme suffering, during which it appeared a complete 
vital between the powers of life and death, he sue- 
cumbed. is case made a impression on my mind. 
Chloroform (such as was supplied) was employed, both for ex- 
ternal ication and by imhalation, and while the state of 
unconsciousness was produced, the cramps would subside, to 
veturn with increased vigour afterwards. Two or three liquid 
stools only occurred, and yet this man died from the effects of 
the choleraic poison, his death not being in any way contri- 
buted to by diarrheal symptoms. 

SPAREN SOIR 00 <p Seman on anoennd Sh aie 
crampy symptoms with nausea. I prescribed for hi 
a small dose of blue pill and opium ; with a drachm of castor 
oil as his evacuations had been previously de- 
ranged. He had always great fear of the disease. That 

evening he dined with me in my tent, and partook of 
what was considered an immense luxury, part of a bottle 
of port-wine, which I had that day received as a present. 
for the night, and about two or three hours after- 
summoned, to see him speedily die from cholera. 

several evacuations, not characteristic, i ited ; 
prominent symptom was the great amount of cramp 





Now in all these cases the virulence of the poison was suffi- 
cient to destroy the individuals attacked, but in none could 
death have been contributed to by accompanying diarrhea. 
Query, would they not have had a better ce of reco’ 
had the abnormal alvine secretion been assisted by elimination ? 

1 have Cored en that the worst attacks have 
generally commenced during the night ; and I think locomo- 
tion calculated to intensify the amount of collapse, and for 
this reason I have always alvieed that soldiers, when attacked 
during the night in barracks, should be treated in a room 
set apart for that bp tanes until the morning, and not be 
subjected to removal during the night. The case I have re- 
corded was undoubtedly one in which a sufficiently strong 
dose of the cholera poison had been imbibed during the night : 
the voice and facial aspect were both very characteristic, and 
one element existed which I always regard with considerable 
anxiety—viz., extreme restlessness. 1t was satisfactory to 
observe that the evacuations which followed the calomel 
pills and castor oil draughts were attended with slight im- 
provement in the character of the voice, and with the ap- 
pearance of biliary colouring ; the intensity of the cramps was 
relieved. The contagious element of the disease was mani- 
fested by the fact that the nurse who attended him, and 
another sick soldier who was near him, were both affected 
with colla sickness, and diarrhwa, but did well by the 
adoption of the same treatment. I think we are much indebted 
to Dr. Johnson for the patience and care with which he has 
attempted to investigate a disease which has hitherto baffled 
treatment by practitioners of all nations ; and I must add my 
humble testimony to the correctness of the prevailing post- 
mortem appearances he has so accurately described, great care 
being necessary to discriminate between those which are asso- 
ciated with death occurring during the collapsed stage, and the 
consecutive fever, when the internal organs, but especially the 
lungs, display so much evidence of congestion. 

London, Jan. 1867. 








PAPERS ON SKIN DISEASES. 
By TILBURY FOX, M.D., M.R.C.P., 


PHYSICIAN TO ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL POR SKIN DISEASES, 
No. I. 
DIAGNOSTIC MEMORANDA. 


In the matter of the diagnosis of skin diseases, five chief 
facts are observable :— 

1. That very few men ever attempt a careful diagnosis. 

2. That errors of diagnosis are comparatively much more 
frequent in reference to diseases of the skin than any other 
branch of medicine. 

3. That observers do not pay sufficient attention to secondary 
changes or appearances produced by diathesis, by chronicity, 
by remedies, and especially by scratching, which mask original 
features. 

4. Nor to the intermingling or coexistence of two forms of 
eruption at the same time. 

5. That ‘‘eczema” is used with unwarranted freedom and 
wide significance, so as to include oftentimes diseases the most 
dissimilar in nature. 

I am anxious, if possible, to give a summary view of the 
diagnostic features of skin diseases. Each practitioner has his 
own method of analysing any fresh case that comes before his 
notice, of making a preliminary diagnosis, as it were, by seizing 
hold at the first blush of any features that may be prominently 
marked. For example, when the patient enters the consulting- 
room we note the age, the general conformation, the expression 
of the face as indicative of illness, pain, or weariness, and the 
existence of any eruption on the visible parts of the skin ; and 
we desire to know as quickly as possible how long the disease 
has lasted—that is to say, we want to ascertain, in the first 
place, the general history of the disease, and try to discover 
some marked peculiarity that may guide us to s correct 
common for the majority of 
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Judgment. 
The mode of onset.—It is not 
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APPARATUS TO FACILITATE EXAMINATION OF THE URINE. 








i where the takes to bed from a sheer 


plearisy, on account of the pain. It is merely 
the fe Wie! Gemantd: he 
important as ru t' 
disease is due, usually, to a blood-poison ; when unsymmetrical, 
to local causes or affections of the nervous trunks probably. 
ee nS ee receey ee 
it and likely to have a system, especially 
case in women ; whether there be organic disease, or i 
Bee ee ey eae ee ene - 
bility. If lymphatic, we may expect eczema, go, inter- 
trigo, the pustular agpect of scabies, and ringworm ; if 
the scaly diseases, chromic eczema, and lichen agrius ; if 
matic, erythema nodosum ; if « eczema, lupus; if 
Storia, aiphos especially. T! is cancerous aspect, 
and in nervous yperesthesie engrafted upon 
ordinary oo and so on. MRed-haired subjects get 
bag pe e scalp. 
e ask how long the disease has existed ? 
ee diseases are—lepra, psoriasis, ichthyosis, lichen, 
y. 
hi) 


eczema, 
mentary, 1 


most importan 
Has the patient had the disease before ’ 
Recurrence.—Lepra is essentially the disease which recurs, 
syphilitic diseases also return. 
Occupation.—Cooks get eczema and 
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erythema nodosum, and in old eczema rubrum ; about. 
eS ee ne ae eine ; in the bend 
joints armpii limited to the 


eczema rubrum ; 
Jollicles, lichen and pityriasis pilaris; and to these and the 
sebaceous glands, lichen scrofulosis and lichen rubra. 

Our next query ascertains whether the eruption be i 
or evanescent (urticaria), developed pretty much at once (acute 
specific diseases, herpes zoster, herpes), or consecutive, as in 
most cases, uniform or multiform: the latter being the cha- 
racter of scabies and syphilodermata especially, also seen 
in the complication of scabies by unpetigo contagiosa ; urticaria, 
and scabies, or pees; ies and prurigo, eczema and 
scabies, eczema lichen (eczema lich es), eczema and 
psoriasis, seen oftentimes in the fork of the thighs and about 
the bend and front of the elbow. This fact of the inter- 
mingling of diseases is one of the most important to remember ; 
to forget it is to lay oneself open to one of the commonest 
sources of error. 

To scrutinise closely the character of the oo to ascer- 
tain the primitive elementary lesion, is our next duty. In acute 
eases we have no difficulty ; but in chronic instances it is fre- 

uently difficult, b the di is often modified by secon- 

"y changes—brought about by (1) abortive development ; 
(2) by treatment; (3) by the intercurrence and intermingling 
with other diseases, as before mentioned. Most skin diseases 
employ the agency of intlammation in their operation ; and 
this consists of redness (congestive), papulation (depositive), 





ig- | vesiculation (effusive), pustulation, &c. Now some 


only need the aid of the minor, others of the greater, of these ; 

hence by abortive development a vesicular disease ( 

may only reach the erythematous or the papular stage. An 

we must remember that our guides to the correct interpreta- 

tion must be the concomitants in each case. The inter- 
in 
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COLLECTING FROM THE URINE TUBE-CASTS 
AND OTHER OBJECTS FOR MICROSCOPIC 
EXAMINATION. 

By W. R. BASHAM, M_D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 


I wAvE frequently suffered so great a loss of time in search- 
ing for tube-casts and other objects of interest in the urine of 
those suffering from renal disease, that I venture to think that 
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is richest in microscopic objects, is permitted to fall on the | of 


glass stage of the microsco 
of the sediment can occur 


ized drops brough’ 


By this means no disturbance 
pouring off, and the minutest 
t into view. The a 


can be 
t will best illustrate the simplicity of this method. 


) 























a 


tube should be about three quarters of an inch in internal dia- 
meter, and, including tap and orifice, ten inches long. It may 
i icular position by any ordinary tube sup- 
The most advan’ us mode of using this sediment 

be, if the quantity of urine to be examined microscopicall 
be six or eight ounces, is to pour this into an ordinary conical- 
shaped urine and allowing this to rest for an hour or 
ly to decant off to within about two ounces, 
r this inte the sediment tube. The sediment in 
or two wiil have collected sufficiently, and by 
the tap a miaute drop may be allowed to descend on 
i staye, and being covered with a slip, will be 





microsco 
found to exhibit whatever microscopic objects of importance 
may be contained inthe urine. A great saving of time is thus 
gained, and where formerly I have spent an hour or more in, 
fruitlessly searching through samples of urines from 
+ patients, I now can satisfactorily complete the ex- 
amination in a few minutes. Messrs. Griffin and Sons, of Gar- 
rick-street, Long-acre, have made these tubes for me, and they 
can be supplied by them for a few shillings. 


Chester-street, Grosvenor-place, Feb. 1867. 
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jurimas et morborum 
habere, et inter 
Prowmium, 


Nalla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi 
et dissectionum Sistarion tenn co 
se comparare.—Moxneaent De Sed. et Caus. Mord., lib. iv. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 
A CASE OF HYSTERICAL CHORRFA. 
(Under the care of Dr. MurcHisn.) 

We had the opportunity lately of observing the following 
case, which was of curious character, and of some little im- 
portance, especially in reference to prognosis, which would 
probably be more favourable in hysterical than in true chorea. 

Jane N——, a cook, and unmarried, was admitted on the 





er present illness commenced about six weeks before ad- 
mission, without any apparent cause, and consisted in severe 
convulsive movements, chiefly on the left side of the body. 
For the first three weeks the attacks came on only during 
night, but subsequently they became more severe, and occurred 
in the daytime as well as at night. 

After the patient’s admission these fits were found to pre- 
sent the following characters. They commenced with a chok- 
ing sensation like globus hystericus, and successive efforts at 
deglutition. These were soon followed by violent muscular 
agitation, confined for the most part to the head and the left 
side of the body, and interru occasionally by severe spas- 
modic rigidity of certain muscles, as the tesult of which the 
head was drawn sometimes to one side and sometimes to 
another, and occasionally there was a condition approaching to 
opisthotonos. The movements were so violent that the patient 
must have hurt herself if she had not been in bed. 
attempt to restrain them only made them worse. ‘The 
was not preceded by any scream, or accompani way be 
of consciousness or pain. The patient would converse 


could pick up a pin or a card and hold it with her left hand, 
which went directly at the object and grasped it, the move- 
ments being for a few moments suspended. Sometimes she 
had to wait a few seconds before trying to seize the object. 
The duration of the fits varied from a few minutes to several 
hours. She had five, six, or more during the day, and often 
they ap ho be Sxinead I sqpisen, 5060 me per + 
visit. ere were no movements during sleep, never an 
in the intervals of the fits. . 
: the was 84 and re- 


As her other by ayn 
gular; the physical signs of heart and lungs were normal ; 
the tomgue was clean and moist; the appetite was capricious, 
but there was no symptom of indigestion; the bowels were 
regular. There was no headache; but i 
bismus, the left eyeball, when she 
upwards and outwards more than the 
was also about one-third larger than 
seeet, homme, that ever since she 

somethi iar about her eyes. 

The patient wes hed a i pt a a grain of valeria- 
nate of zinc, a grain of sul grain 
extract of gentian, three times a da fo mpedornege fo 
1867, she was up and greatly better, ts consisting of little 
more than slight muscular twitchings. 

Although occurring in a rheumatic pati Dr. Murchison 

ptoms in this case differed in two 
rea—viz.: 1. In the complete inter- 


pointed out that the 
particulars from true 
mission of the movements during the intervals of the paroxysms. 
2. In the patient’s ability during the paroxysms to control to 
some extent the ides a tag a once to seize a smal] object 
and to hold it. The case was evidently one of those which 
been well described by Trousseau under the designation of 
** hysterical chorea.” one of the cases recorded by Trous- 
seau, the movements were equall 
Sy ety eons bay 
e left side e body. t i patient was in 
front of a piano, the movements at once ceased, and she could 
play for hours without failing in a single note. 


violent as in the case now 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 
FRACTURE OF THE 08 CALCIS FROM MUSCULAR ACTION. 
(Under the care of Mr. Hotmzs Coors.) 

Tue possibility of a fracture of the os calcis as the result of 
violent contraction of the muscles of the calf has been long 
established. In the museum of St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
(No. 9, Series iii.) is exhibited an os calcis fractured trans- 
versely through its posterior part. The plane of fracture 
extends from the posterior border of the upper articular sur- 
face to the middle of the posterior surface of the tuberosity. 
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ient fell from a height, but did not strike his heel ; 
a epgenens Spee Fas Se eeern rs Soa See 
produ y the action of the muscles of the leg. He died of 
other injuries received in the fall. A case i ing the same 
—, ight, ife of a man re- 
siding ot Woodford. al from ing on a piece of onion- 
down a stone . She grazed the severely, and fell to 
the ground. She up, however, immediately, and walked 
home, a distance of one hundred yards. On removing the 
boot, she became aware that something serious had 
to the foot, and sent for Dr. Duchesne, who, recognising the 
nature of the accident, advised her immediate removal to the 
hospital. She walked, leaning on her son’s shoulder, a quarter 
of a mile to the station ; and on arriving in town she came to 
the hospital in a cab. The right ankle was much swollen, and 
a piece of the os calcis on its u surface was torn away from 
the ae : upwards to t scan three inches, and 
turned on i orming a prominence the ski 
Jan. 17th.—The foot was kept in the extended position— 
i.e., the toes pointed downwards—by means of a tinned iron 
splint. She had good diet, and a pint of daily. 
ually approximating 


Feb. 14th.—The upper fragment is 
the lower. 

Early in March she was removed at her own request to her 
home. The ends of the broken bone were in very fair appo- 
sition, and union was firm. It was not, however, i 
desirable that she should try to use the limb for three weeks 
more. 





WEST LONDON HOSPITAL. 
LITHOTOMY TWICE PERFORMED UPON THE SAME PATIENT. 
(Under the care of Mr. Wa. Farette CLARKE.) 


RECURRENCE of stone after lithotomy is rare. Mr. C. 
Williams found that out of 923 cases of stone admitted into 
the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital during a term of years, 
24 only suffered a relapse and underwent a second operation. 
This gives a proportion of 1 in 38°45. The following is an 
example of recurrence within nine months :— 

Albert H——, five and a half, living in the neigh- 
bourhood of Portieed ees et, was ‘admitted on A il 23th, 
1865, on the recommendation of Mr. W. C. Grigg, of Windsor- 
terrace, Maida-hill, under whose care he for some 
time. The patient was a sapere mon: little boy, with a 
pinched face, a brilliant eye, a hectic flush, and altogether a 
strumous aspect. On inquiring into his hi 
appeared that he was sprung from a healthy family, and that he 
had never suffered from anything more than the ordinary com- 
plaints of childhood until the commencement of eee 


, however, it 


from pain in ing his water, with irritation at the point of 
ceesaite, eager of ton matinaa eet et ee ee 
toms had become much more urgent during the last six months. 
Two months before his admission, when first came under 
the care of Mr. Grigg, his bladder was sounded, and a stone 
was at once detected. 

When he was admitted into the hospital he was again 
sounded, and with the same result as before. His urine was 
alkaline, awe ye oscrabatel und ead _ It contained a 
copious deposit o under the mi : 
siabulen were seen in abundance. The patient's culings 


were great. He wang wea Amery Pyar) abate cars be this his 


urine, and not aday passed without the 

was a very large one for so young a —coming down two 

"Oates 1th f May the patient under the infl 
in the t) y the was er influ- 

cuss of chtanehooun, on Ms Cates caidas ee cea tet 

operation of lithotomy. The recti gave some little 

trouble, but otherwise the operation was performed without 

difficulty, and a stone weighi i 

bladder was carefully i 

a sound, but no other stone could be felt. The 

was removed was of a fawn colour, smooth on its surface, and 
Seoul 00 conan caaneae orf A . 

was fo to 

phate with some of lime (fusible calculus), a middle 

pay op ’ ease shosthetie” tie cheamenn 

and a central portion w was phosphatic. e phosphatic 

element formed about two-fifths of the whole stone. 

The patient recovered from the operation without a check. 

The recti never came down after the operation. The 


recti—whi 





y complained 

penis, and his urine always contained a certain quantity of 

albumen—averaging about one-tenth,—which indicated that 

we gia cams going on about the kidneys or 
er. 

On leaving the ital the patient was taken to the country, 
ond nethionione bent of him for thoes anenthen, On the 26th 
of September he was brought again to Mr. i 
Same Eanes Be cone eemaeen 28 Sots, Sas 
On inquiry it appeared he had been quite 
sym for two months after his discharge 
pital, but at the end of that time he began to 
of pain in micturition, irritation of the i 
recti, &c. 

His bladder was sounded again, and a stone was detected 
without difficulty; and when his urine was examined it was 
found to contain about the same cay & albumen as before 


be delayed as | 
to be 
. Clarke kept the 
the operation for a few weeks. 
On January 9th, 1866, the patien i 
ital, one Clarke again performed the lateral operation, 


agyeasence : 
calculus which was removed at the first operation. No section 
has been made of them. Both of these stones were larger in 
proportion to their weight than that first remuved—a circum- 
stance which seems to indicate that they contained a larger 


en of phosphates. 

patient recovered from this second operation without 
any serious symptoms. On Jan. 24th the urine ceased to flow 
by the wound, and was all naturally. It contained at 
this time a mere trace of al and after the 11th February 

“= ‘ho ath ot Fobeumny the patient allowed to 
On the 4 e ient was we get up 
and move about a little. On the following day the 4 
; . “ is 
a troublesome cough 
e was again confined to 
wound was dressed with stimulating ointments 
and touched with a armed with nitrate of silver. The 
orifice th which the water found its way was so minute 
that it could hardly be seen. After a day or two it scabbed 
over, remained closed for a day, and then a drop of water 
again escaped hyit. This occurred twice or thrice ; and in this 
way a fortnight was consumed. At length it was thought 
i be discharged, although an 
by the wound. Ac- 
isth of March. oo 
out-patient two or three 
was on April 17th. 
the wound for ten 
well healed. The 
improved, and all 
and bladder had 


not suggest the presence of others ; 

der was carefully searched and no other stone 
tient was free from all painful 

his di On the other 
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@ nuclei of the stones removed at the second operation 
ded from the kidney two or three months after the first 
ion, and that they rapidly increased in size while they 

lay in the bladder by the deposition of phosphates. 


Provincial Bospital Reports, 
SHEFFIELD PUBLIC HOSPITAL, 
WOUND OF THE PALMAR ARCH; SECONDARY H#MOR- 
RHAGE; LIGATURE OF BRACHIAL ARTERY ; 
RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Mr. ArtuurR Jackson.) 
(Reported by Mr. Henry BrierzcKe, House-Surgeon. ) 

8. B—.,, six years, was accidentally wounded in the 


hand by her sister while playing with a penknife on Dec, 11th, 
1866. She was immediately brought to the hospital. On 














examination, a small, deep punctured wound was discovered | 
in the palm of the right hand, directly across the course of | 


the superficial palmar arch ; she was ched and faint, her 
dress covered with blood, but none was then escaping from 
the wound. From the position of the puncture it was thought 
that the superficial palmar arch was wounded: accordingly a 
uated compress of lint was placed upon the wound; two 
pieces of wood arranged transversely to the hand were fix 
one in front and the other behind, for the purpose of exerting 
Lees ge upon the aig Rd: the ns Dey then flexed, 
n a splint, and bandaged from the fingers to the 
Thoulder. ‘The friends would not to leave the child in 
the hospital, alth it was strongly recommended, The 
next morning the child was bronght in a hurry, the 
bleeding having burst ar On inquiry it was discovered 
that the father had removed the lint and bandages altogether 
on account of the child complaining of pain. An attempt was 
made to pick up the bleeding veel with forceps, but without 
success ; a fresh compress was arranged as before, omitting 
the transverse splint on the back of the hand, as there was 
some @dema. She was then admitted as an in-patient. 

Dec. 16th.—No hemorrhage. Hand swollen considerably. 

19th. —Dressings removed ; wound looks healthy ; still some 
cedema of hand ; a pad of lint was placed upon radial and 
ulnar arteries at the wrist, the arm bandaged and flexed, but 
the wound left ~ 

20th.— Wound looks well, and is eons. 

2ist.—Some bleeding occurred in the night, but soon stop 
At nine a.m. there was no ap ce of hemorrhage ; ban 
and pads rearranged. At four P.m. a gush of blood took place ; 
an attempt was made to seize the vessel without success ; a 
tourniquet was then applied to the brachial, but in a short 
time the hand became so black and swollen from congestion 
that the strap was loosened, and the bleeding immediately re- 
curred. Mr. Jackson determined to try pressure again. Three 
pieces of cork were placed over the radial, ulnar, and inter- 
osseous arteries, the latter being felt to pulsate very distinctly ; 
the arm bandaged firmly, raised in the perpendi position, 
and wrapped in cotton wool; wound left open ; tourniquet 
loosely applied to brachial artery. Beef-tea ordered. 

Dec. —A small quantity of blood is clotted round the 
wound; no further hemorrhage ; patient sleeps well; no pain ; 
ar er FA past six ?-t,; While taking her tea the bleed 

24th.— r-past six P.M. : i ing her tea the - 
ing suddenly Eel; very eee tasbd wen, loth, to Oo 

i immediately screwed "Bi Mr. Jackson then 
decided to tie the artery. e patient was placed 
under chloroform, the vessel exposed about the middle 
of the arm, two were applied, and the artery 
divided between; its dimensions were so small that some 
ditliculty was experienced in cones as to its identity. Splint 
applied, arm wrapped in cotton wool, 

th.—Patient comfortable; slight pain from wound in 
upper arm ; hand warm ; sensation normal ; no pulsation at 

e wrist, Ordered beef-tea and half an ounce of saline mix- 
ture every four hours. 

26th.—Swelling of hand much diminished. Water dressing 
applied to the wound in the palm. No hemorrhage. 

th.—-Ligatures removed. 

Jan, 6th.—Wound in the palm of hand healed. 

12th.—-Radial to be felt pwnage 

20th.—Pulsation in ra lial artery very f . 
my Wound in upper arm cicatrising. Forearm still weak 

stiff, 


Tuxrspay, Fes. 197rx, 1867. 
Mr. Joux Srwon, F.R.S., Presrpenr. 


| A REPORT was read 


Dr. Cayley and Mr. Hulke on the 
the Larynx previously 


specimen 
The cancer was of the epithelial 


of Cancerous 
| exhibited by Dr. Gibb. 
variety. 
A report was also read by Dr, Bristowe and Dr. Cayley on 
the specimen exhibited by Dr. Ballard as a case of Cancer of 
| the Intestines in a child. The reporters believed that the dis- 
| ease was tuberculous. 

Dr. ——_ sigmoid 4 a —e en of Ulceration of the 
Large Intestine ( id flexure), of a peculiar kind not 
viously described, as far as he could discover. The ‘iphone 
accompanying it were constipation followed by a circumscribed 
abscess over the sigmoid flexure, sometimes accompanied by 
circumscribed peritonitis. Pathological examination show 
transverse ridges with small extravasations of blood, which 
gave place to small abscesses and ulcers, sometimes leading to 
minute perforations. Dr. Dickinson brought forward two cases 


.| in which such small ‘‘ button-hole” perforations were found 
ed, 


independent of cancer or tubercle, but accompanied with 
limited peritonitis and abscess in the left groin. One of the 
cases was male, the other female; and both were of the age of 
forty-two. He also mentioned another case of similar nature 
which had come under his notice. 

Dr. WuirPHaM brought forward a case similar to those re- 
ferred to by Dr. Dickinson, occurring in a patient who had 
died of pyemia consequent on scrofulous disease of the clavicle 
and other bones. There was a large abscess in the left iliac 
fossa, accompanied by the affection of the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon described by Dr. Dickinson, but not dependent on 
any disease of the bones. Dr. Whipman so far dissented from 
Dr. Dickinson as to believe that the ulcers originated between, 
and not upon, the transverse streaks on the intestine. 
In his case also constipation had existed. 

Dr. Moxon referred to a similar case which he had examined 
at Guy’s Hospital. 

Dr. Murcuison believed that perforating ulcer of the large 
intestines was an ion not so very uncommon, and referred 
to its connexion with fever, with which this simply 
ulcerating affection of the gut is often confounded. 

Mr. Baker exhibited a Double Stomach, which was found 
in the body of a woman sixty-three, who died soon after 
aburn. There was no w thy appearance in the stomach, 
and the case seemed one of congenital malformation, not of 
hour-glass constriction. 

Mr. Bropuavrst exhibited a portion of one of the semilunar 
curses removed from the knee of a young tleman who 
had fallen in kicking the ball in a e at and this 
was followed by much swelling and loss of motion. Six weeks 
afterwards, the presence of a loose body was discovered in the 
joint, and an attempt was made to remove it subcutaneously, 
whi eo encore as gag bk o i tous adhe- 
sions which it was necessary ivide, e ved to 
bop peaton Sf See of ie bere eee tee a 

r. Bryant wished to know whether specimen had 
examined with the 


microscope. 
. Pick replied that he had examined the specimen, and 
found that there was both fibrous and carti structure 
in it ; so that he agreed with Mr. Brodhurst in believing it to 
be a part cf the semilunar cartilage. 

Dr. Workman divas a imen of Disease of the 
Aortic Valves in a 7 pee] i which he conjectured 
might have been congenital. 

Dr. Moxon exhibited a imen of Aneurism of the Palmo- 
nary Artery in a case of Phthisis, and he mentioned that he 
had met with this affection four times in phthisis. 

Dr. Moxon also showed a case of Primary Cancer of the 
Gall-Bladder, a i Cancer (secondary) in the Liver ; 
and he exhibited another recent specimen of Pri 
Cancer of the Gall-Bladder, unaccompanied by Disease of the 


These specimens were referred to a Committee consisting of 
Mr. H. Surrm exhibited the Cast of a Leg of a Girl, aged 
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case has since done 


FEBEEEFER 
Hite 
‘ 
g 


: 


Seats Soe the tate eneeen an we 
traction though good development 
did not seem to him to prove that the fracture had 
occurred before birth. He had seen such cases. 


Mr. BaRwEL showed a specimen of true Keloid. 


es 
=e 
H 


Mr, J. Fosrer exhibited a specimen of Villous Tumour of 
the Bladder, accompanied by the notes of the case for about 
nine years before death. This specimen 
mittee, consisting of Mr. Wood and Mr. Moore. 


Mr, Pick exhibited a case of Cyst in connexion with the 
pg A Bly ent who presented a tumour of a bluish 
just below knee, which had recently enlarged and 

i ion, the tumour 








of ici Physician to the Manchester 
al Infirmary, Lecturer on Medicine in the Manchester 
School of Medisine London : Walton and Maberly. 

Ovr readers will be apt to think that we are in danger of 
having too many works on urinary and renal diseases. English 
medicine has good reason to be proud of its contributions in 
this department. They have been so good, so original, and 
withal so practical, as to have affected the whole complexion 
of medical science. On this account we are only the more 
jealous when new works on this important class of diseases 
appear. Nevertheless there is ever and anon ample room for a 
good book on this subject. The urinary secretion is a most 
valuable clinical guide, and capable of being turned to much 
more account in practice than hitherto it has been. We have 


was referred to a com- 


a strong opinion upon this point, and believe that we do well 
to give as much attention to the renal secretion in almost ail 
cases as to the appearance of the tongue, to the condition of 
| the pulse, to the state of the alvine secretion, &c. 

On this account, and because of its intrinsic excellence, we 
have been much pleased with Dr. Roberts's book. It does not 
claim to be minute or original; rather to be practical and 
clinical ; and yet it is an admirable statement of the most 
common disorders of the urine, of the most important diseases 
of the kidneys, and of the latest and best scientific information 


the | on these subjects. The excellence of this statement consists in 


its clearness, in the happy way in which physiology and clinical 
facts are laid under contribution to put the practitioner into 
the best position for judging of the nature, course, and treat- 
ment of any given renal case under his care, and in the range 
and choice of authorities, English and continental, whose re- 
searches are considered. According to Dr. Roberts—and he 
| abundantly justifies the opinion—there will have to be a re- 
| consideration of the accepted views both of the ultimate struc. 
ture of the kidney and of its function. 

Dr. Roberts's work is divided into three parts. The first 
part is devoted to the physical and chemical properties of the 
urine, and to the various alterations which it undergoes in 
health and disease, ‘‘in so far as these seem to have a practical 
bearing.” The second part treats of what he calls, for brevity’s 
sake, ‘‘ urinary diseases,” such as diabetes, gravel, and chylous 
urine. The third and largest part of the volume treats of the 
organic diseases of the kidney. 

‘We congratulate the Manchester school on so creditable a 
work, which we confidently commend to practitioners, While 
free from tedious minuteness of details in chemistry or phy- 
siology, there is no carelessness or omission to mar its value as 
a scientific work on the practical aspect of the most important 
diseases of which it treats. 





Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of London. Vol. VIL. 
Svo, pp. 404. London, 1867, 

Wuen the Obstetrical Society of London was founded in 
the year 1859, its promoters could scarcely have imagined that 
it would have met with the great success which it has so de- 
servedly enjoyed for the last six years. But, in addition to 
the fact that such a Society was wanted, it had the good for- 
tune to be started by earnest men, who did not fear to work 
hard in a good cause; while amongst its earliest supporters 
were those physicians and surgeons in whom the profession at 


| large had the greatest confidence. The late Dr. Rigby, who was 


certainly one of the first obstetricians of his day, was untiring in 
his efforts to render the Society a valuable scientific institu- 
tion ; while his kind and genial disposition, no less than his 
generous hospitality, served to render him the best president 
which any society could possibly have to guide its delibera- 
tions. Of course there were a few members of the profession 
who regarded an Obstetrical Society as an innovation that 
ought not to be tolerated ; but the opposition of these gentle- 
men only acted as a spur to those who were determined to 
merit and achieve success for their Association. So it is with 
individuals. The man who is made of the right stuff is only 
amused atthe futile efforts which some of his competitors will 
always make to retard his progress; while he works steadily 
onward, never leaving the path which he has marked out for 
himself. But while the good reputation of one man or of a 
body of men is established slowly and with difficulty, it would 
prove a fatal error to forget that a great renown is hard to 
maintain. And, remembering this, it is only with the most 
friendly intention that we would bid the Fellows of the 
Obstetrical Society to guard its honour with the most jealons 





care. The influence of this institution must never be prosti- 
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tuted to unworthy purposes ; private enmity should be allowed 
no voice in its deliberations ; angry discussions should never 
be tolerated. In short, the pursuit of truth for its own sake 
ought to be the desire of every individual member. Happily, 
all men do not think alike; but in a scientific Society a man 
is to be judged by his actions, and not by what may be pre- 
sumed to be his motives. These remarks have not been made 
without consideration. It is, however, needless to amplify | 
them. They are not unnecessary, are well meant, and we | 
hope will be received in the same spirit with which they have 
been dictated. 

The volume before us has our highest commendation. It 
is full of practical papers of great interest and value, and 
there is not one communication which we would wish to see 
omitted. To give an abstract of any of them is unnecessary, 
seeing that reports of all the essays have appeared in our 
columns already. It seems to us that each author has worked 
to the best of his ability; and, feeling this, we congratulate 
the Society on having so many able and zealous supporters. 
From its very commencement the Obstetrical Society has had 
our best wishes; and as we did at first, so now we desire to 
see it prosperous and useful. 











THE LANCET RECORD 
or 
THE PROGRESS OF MEDICINE AND THE 
COLLATERAL SCIENCES. 


THE PRIMITIVE DUALITY OF THE HEART. 


Tuts condition of the embryonic heart has been fully de- 
scribed by M. Dareste in a recent memoir. He states that 
the duality of the heart is the immediate consequence of the 
primitive duality of the two anterior lamine of the vascular 
aree. In fact, the blastem# which at a later period form the 
heart present at first the appearance of two small oblong 
masses, These two lamella are completely separated at first. 
At a later period, when the two layers become united in the 
median line, the two cardiac blastem#, whose development 
has followed that of the layers themselves, meet each other, 





unite in the median line, and quickly fuse into a single mass, | 
which embryologists have regarded as the primitive state of 
the heart. Occasionally, even after this union, there may be | 
seen traces of the primitive duality of the heart. This con- | 
sists in a groove situated anteriorly, and which results from 
the fact that the fusion of the two blasteme, like that of the 
layers of the vascular arew, takes place in a direction from | 
behind forwards. 


STARCH-GRANULES IN THE YELK OF EGG. 


M. Dareste announces that he has discovered starch-granules | 
in the yelk of the hen-egg. The starch-granules form a nearly | 
continuous layer in the interior of the globules of the yelk. 
This layer, which is decidedly spherical, surrounds a drop of 
oily matter which occupies the ceytre of the globule, and is 
surrounded by a layer of nitrogenous matter. The situation 
of the amyloid layer in the interior of the yelk-globules renders 
its examination extremely difficult, for the nitrogenous, starchy, 
and oily layers are all affected differently by reagents ; thus, 
iodine colours the azotised layer yellow, the starch blue, and 
the oil red. M. Dareste recommends those anxious to examine 
the starch-granules of the egg to use hard-boiled eggs in pre- | 
paring their microscopic specimens. 





THE RODS AND CONES OF THE RETINA. 


Herr Max Schultze, who has started a publication in Ger- 
many analogous to our Microscopical Journal, has given in one | 
of its latest numbers a very valuable paper on the structure of | 
the retina. The most interesting point in the article is that | 
relating to the distribution of the cones and rods. While in 
most birds the cones are far more numerous than the rods, in 
certain nocturnal birds, such as the owl, the opposite is the | 
case, Not only is this the case in the latter genus, but the rods 


are of disproportionate length, and give the retina somewhat 
the appearance it has in the bat. is curious relation of the 
rods and cones would seem to point to a difference of function 
of these parts. It would be inberesting, therefore, to have the 
subject pursued even beyond the inquiries of Herr Schultze. 


SEQUEL OF SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 
M. Maisonneuve thinks that of every hundred patients who 


die after surgi _—r at least ninety-five are poisoned. 
This he orisins showing that in most cases of the kind 
referred to, certain morbid products, the result of the opera- 
tion, are developed either in the blood or on the surface of the 
body, and make their way into the system. He formulates 
= remarks thus :—(1) a blood and other — fluids, 
when exposed freely to air, or in contact with aqueous 
substances, soon lose their vitality. (2) Once dead, they are 
liable to putrefy under the influence of heat, moisture, and 
air, (3) Phe products of such putrefaction are highly poison- 
ous. (4) It is the same with such secretions as the urine, bile, 
and intestinal juices, (5) In infiltrating the permeable tissues 
liquids give 
same liquids, either 
products of inflam- 
i ion, alter 
(7) After their 


with which they are in contact, these poisoned 
i ‘ Ay These 


rise to e, erysipelas, &c. 
by — or pe with ae 
mation they provoke, can, in entering 
the blood aod disturb im t functions. 
th Slee oy ch i e4 — * 

e capillari parenchymata, serous tissue, &c., give 
rise to abscess, anthrax, &c. (8) The entirety of the disturb- 
ances constitutes surgical fevers. ‘I'o prevent these terrible con- 
sequences of operation, M. Maisonneuve s the adoption 
of the subcutaneous method, and the employment of all means 
of preventing putrefactive processes. 


EXPERIMENTS ON INFLAMMATION OF THE STOMACH. 


M. Koeslakoff, of St. gee i has produced artificial 
fistula in dogs and rabbits; and, by the introduction of am- 
monia, has developed inflammation of the mucous membrane. 
This latter first presents itself as an elevation of the surface, 
rovided with columella of fibrin about two lines long, and 
uried in a gelatinous substance. Sometimes these are iso- 
lated ; sometimes they are in groups. The gelatinous sub- 
stance contains the fibrin. The mucus was neutral above the 
columella, but acid in the parts deprived of them. In all cases 
the mucus of the stomach gives an acid reaction. On the por- 
tions secreting the acid gastric juice the fibrin became inflated, 
and, consequently, the columella composed of it disappeared. 
The presence of fibriniferous — in a great number of 
cases, seemed to prove that the ammonia caused the inflam- 
mation and false membrane. In one instance the epithelium, 
where the ammonia had been applied, showed only a vast 
number of crateriform cells, all empty. Were these new struc- 
tures the result of the action of the ammonia !—or were they 
simply subjacent cells re into view by the destruction of 
the a t Roe a : koff inclines . the eo i - 
ition, and thinks t is experiments throw much light 
ye ilauination of the mucous surfaces. 


THE LIVER OF VERTEBRATES, 
A view of liver-structure in some measure confirmatory of 


Dr. Lionel Beale’s doctrine of follicular hepatic ducts has been 


laid before the Vienna Academy of Sciences by Herr Hering. 
This observer states that the liver is like the other secreting 
glands. It is of the tubular type, with canals, anastomosing 
in every direction, and having a tendency to form a series oi 
networks. Like other secretions, the bile travels along glan- 
dular canals surrounded by glandular cells. It is easy (he says) 
to observe this arrangement in the livers of vertebrates. Five 
or more cells are disposed in simple layers around the circular 
and minute aperture of an hepatic utricle seen in transverse 
section. This arrangement loses itself insensibly in that variety 


| of structure in which there are no utricles properly so called. 


Oceasionally may be seen four, three, or even only two cells, 


_ uniting to form a biliary canal. The Russian anatomist denies 


the existence of hepatic trabecule of biliferous capillaries, and 
believes that the biliary cells are persistent. He looks upon 


| serpent’s livers as the only organs for minute inquiries upon 


the subject. 








A peputaTion from Bethnal-green has waited on 
Mr. Ayrton, M.P., to request him to bring before the House 
of Commons a late case of alleged ill-treatment by a parish 
surgeon of a poor woman in labour. 
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WE said enough last week to make critics of the present 
registration of deaths a little more merciful in their judgment, 
and to induce them to wonder rather at the improvement 
which has been effected in registration than at the imperfec- 
tious which still remain. Already we have data enough for 
largely altering our notions of the nature of fatal disease; and 
a very little more care and interest on the part of practitioners 
in filling up the history of fatal maladies or causes of death, 
with even the present amount of diagnostic power in the pro- 
fession, would suffice greatly to advance medical science and 
the public health. In the analysis of the comparative mor- 
tality of 1850 and 1864, which appeared a few days ago in 


The Times, it was stated that nine diseases cause half the | 


mortality. There is this feature common to nearly all the nine 
diseases which occasion the half of the deaths, that they are 
easily diagnosable. With certain qualifications, we may admit 
that the returns in regard to these are passably exact. The 
nine diseases referred to are, consumption, bronchitis, atrophy, 
scarlatina, convulsions, pneumonia, breast diseases, typhus, 
and diarrhea. These are fatal in the order in which they are 
placed, and are the great landmarks of our mortality. 

It is not our present design to make any minute examina- 
tion of the separate items in the present returns, but to state 
two or three principal facts indicated by a comparison of the 
year 1864 with that of 1850. One of these has been previously 
suspected, if not made out—viz., that phthisis does not appear 
to be increasing amongst us. Thus, for the years 1850, 1858, 
1864, the deaths from phthisis to 1,000,000 persons were re- 
spectively 2624, 2616, 2578. When the growth of population 
is considered, and the increase in the power and means of 
physical diagnosis, it would appear pretty certain that we 
have a decidedly less mortality from phthisis than we had 
fifteen years since. To what is this to be attributed? Doubt- 
less, largely to the progress of medical science, involving as it 
has done the very creation of hygienic science. We are probably 
too apt to conclude that the present generation is entitled to 
the sole credit of either curing phthisis or believing that it 
can be cured. It is only due to our wise predecessors to say 
that they believed in the cure of phthisis. At any rate 
CuLLen did, for, speaking of the prognosis in phthisis, he 
says: ‘ Of those affected with it, the greater number generally 
die ; but there are also many of them who recover entirely, 
after having been in very unpromising circumstances.” Of 
course CULLEN’s means of diagnosis were not so perfect as 
ours, but no doubt he had a great power of shrewdly distin- 
guishing phthisis from other diseases. We need not here 
specify the changes which have come over medical opinion as 
to the best treatment of the disease, and the best means of 
preventing those predisposed to it from taking it. 

Another statement made in the analysis of the mortality of 
the years 1850 and 1864 is a very serious one—‘‘ Syphilis is 
every year increasing in frequency.” This is a statement which 


| cam scarcely be incorrect from any difficulty of diagnosis. 
There are, indeed, some diseases really syphilitic in their 
origin which are not likely to be diagnosed as such in ordinary 
practice, but it remains true that diseases really diagnosed as 
syphilitic are almost certain to be such. We may therefore 
accept it as a fact that syphilis is largely on the increase. 
This conclusion is the more surely to be relied on when the in- 
creased mortality from syphilis is considered. For the disease 
is now treated much more carefully than heretofore, and yet 
it is more fatal—another among many indications that, as a 
nation, we are suffering for our increasing disregard of the 
seventh commandment and of the institution of marriage. 

Perhaps the most important lesson to be extracted from the 
returns of the Registrar-General, viewed in the light of medi- 
cal science, imperfect as they are, is the fact that we are killed 
| not so much by disease as by diathesis. Acute local idio- 
| pathic disease—disease of organs—is not a very fatal thing. 
Two circumstances determine the fatality of diseases of organs— 
the association of an epidemic poison or of a faulty diathesis. 
There is reason to believe that the fatal operation of 
epidemic poisons is often determined either by the diathesis 
of the patient or by degenerative conditions of the organs of 
the body which do not often enough enter into the considera- 
tion of the practitioner, and certainly do not find expression 
in the death certificates. This remark leads us to mention one 
great defect in the form of the death certificate. There is no 
provision in it for a statement of the diathesis of the patient, 
or of facts in his history or that of his family which would 
enable us to connect his diathesis and his death. Thus stru- 
mosis, tuberculosis, and rickets, as diathetic states, have no 
place in the returns of the Registrar-General ; and yet there 
is no reason to doubt that one or other of these is the essen- 
tial cause of death in many of the diseases which make the 
principal figure in the Registrar's returns. This is notoriously 
true of consumption. It is scarcely less so of convulsions, of 
hydrocephalus, of atrophy and tabes, of diarrhea, of the 

various forms of rheumatism, of heart and vascular disease. 
| And we have the high authority of Dr. Jxxwxn for believing that 
a large proportion of the deaths registered as deaths from bron- 
chitis, scarlatina, measles, whooping cough, &c., are really due, 
not to these various diseases so much as to the faulty diathesis 
of the patients in whom they occur, especially to the rickety 
or the strumous diathesis. We have not mentioned the various 
forms of Bright’s disease, of liver-disease, of disease of the 
spleen, and of joint-disease, which are to be associated with 
one or other of the diatheses we have named, or with acquired 
or inherited syphilis, which threatens to become so important 
in its constitutional bearings as almost to justify us in speak- 
ing of a syphilitic diathesis. Without further particulars, it 
will be seen how large a proportion of the mortality of the 
country has to be associated with general or constitutional 
eviis. The reduction of mortality and the prolongation of the 
average duration of life must be effected by the use of such 
hygienic and medical measures as will tend to the correction 
of these evils. 

By what we have said, we have indicated one principal 
fault of the nosology of the Registrar-General : it almost 
ignores diathesis, If we are right, ‘‘ local diseases,” which 
now figure most largely as causes of death, will have to be 
considered subordinately to, or in connexion with, indications 











of the diseased states which largely ‘‘ condition” their fatality. 
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It has the fault of all detailed classifications—that of sepa- 
rating sharply and artificially things which are closely related 
to each other. At the same time we cannot hope for much 
immediate improvement of the classification. This introdue- 
tion of statements touching diathesis is evidently delicate and 
difficult. It only remains for the practitioners of the country 
to make up by care in diagnosis, and, by submitting their 
diagnosis to the test of all sorts of collateral evidence, to 
render the certificates of death as perfect as possible. 


SS 
~~ 





Tue Bill proposed by Mr. M‘Ovttace Torrens is one of 
those practical measures of legislation which an adaptive mind 
supplies to meet the exigencies of the time. We long since 
directed public attention to the increasing necessity for metro- 
politan dwelling accommodation for the working classes, and 
urged the propriety of providing for them suitable homes 
within a reasonable distance of their daily employment. The 
very numerous body of labourers, as distinguished from arti- 
sans, who fulfil the purposes of living machinery in our metro- 
politan storehouses, are those who more especially require 
residences in proximity to their work. Occupied from an 
early hour, and not unfrequently detained till evening is far 
advanced, the London porter, warehouseman, or labourer 
needs an easily accessible dwelling, and finds in such retreat 
the surest safeguard against the allurements of the public- 
house. To facilitate such efforts in sanitary improvement as 
Mr. Torrens’s Bill contemplates, various measures have from 
time to time been brought forward. The Act for the inspec- 
tion and regulation of lodginghouses, known as Lord SHarrEs- 
BuRY’s Act, may be regarded as the first step in this direction. 
This Act was followed in 1851 by a further measure, the 
object of which was to encourage the establishment of lodging- 
houses for the labouring poor—an Act which provided that 
in towns of 10,000 inhabitants the local authorities might 
borrow money from the Loan Commissioners for the purpose of 
building wholesome dwellings for the labouring classes. The 
beneficent designs of the Legislature in this Act being, for 
their fulfilment, dependent on the activity of municipal bodies, 
it is a matter of small surprise that its provisions have been 
permitted to become practically a dead letter. Through the 
efforts of Mr. CutLpErs an Act (the Labouring Classes’ Dwell- 
ings Act) was obtained, which extends—for the purposes indi- 
cated by its title—the power of granting loans to public com- 
panies and to individuals who can offer security, at 4 per cent., 
and repayable over forty years. In further advance of this mea- 
sure was the Bill of last session introduced by Messts. TORRENS, 
Locxs, and Kinnarrp, and again introduced with the ap- 
proval of the Government, entitled ‘‘ A Bill to provide better 
Dwellings for Artisans and Labourers: applying its opera- 
tions to any borough or district in which the Public Health 
Act is in force, and to any place in the metrupolis governed by 
a vestry. 

These measures sufficiently indicate the fact that the pro- 
vision of suitable house accommodation for the working poor 
is at length recognised as a public duty, the fulfilment of 
which cannot be longer deferred. The necessity for the 
practical carrying out of some comprehensive scheme is daily 
becoming more obvious. The construction of so many lines 
of railway through our city, and the removal of vast piles 
of densely-crowded dwellings for the erection af the public 





buildings now in progress, have deprived thousands of the 
London poor of their homes, and driven into previously over- 
crowded localities those so displaced. We long since specially 
dwelt upon this fact, and indicated the necessity of some pre- 
cautionary measures to prevent the generation of disease, 
which such overcrowding was calculated to produce, The 
efforts of Lord Carnarvon and Mr. Huenes were so far suc- 
cessful that Parliament was asked to compel railway com- 
panies and other associations for commercial purposes or 
public benefit removing blocks of buildings to provide suit- 
able house accommodation, within accessible distances, for 
the working people evicted by those companies or bodies in 
their preliminary demolitions. Clauses to that effect are now 
compulsory in such undertakings, and so far our labours 
have not been in vain, It is urged by some who take a 
view analogous to that adopted by Mr. M‘CuLiacn ToRRENS 
that the provision of more suitable dwellings would be best 
accomplished by private enterprise, rather than through the 
medium of the municipal, parochial, or other local authorities. 
Mr. Tuomas Beces may be regarded as the exponent of the 
views of this party. He advocates Parliamentary aid to be 
directly rendered to the working community, through advances 
to members of freehold land societies or building societies, to 
enable them to supply themselves with homes by extending 
the legal powers of such societies, under the control of the 
municipal or local authorities. This gentleman believes there 
is a large class which, by the aid of railways, could, and 
gladly would, escape from the densely crowded centres of 
population to suburban districts, if the societies to which these 
men belong were empowered to purchase land within a certain 
distance for building purposes. 

Differing in detail, and involving more satisfactory prin- 
ciples, is the measure of Mr. M‘CunLacn Toxreys. He im- 
poses on municipal, parochial, and other local authorities the 
obligation of purchasing and pulling down streets, alleys, and 
houses unfit for human habitation, and of erecting ‘‘ permanent 
and healthful houses suitable for the accommodation of persons 
subsisting by daily or weekly wages”; the cost of these im- 
provements to be defrayed by advances from the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners, on the security of local rates, at a low 
interest, and for a long term of years. No one can for a 
moment dispute or question the vast importance of this mea- 
sure, if means be taken to render its provisions compulsory, 
when, on proper reports from the officers of health as to the 
condition of certain localities, they must be declared to be 
within the reach of its operation. 

Admitting, then, the benefits which would result if any one of 
the four measures to which we have alluded were put in force, 
@ question arises as to what system or plan of dwellings is the 
most advisable. We are not without examples of different 
schemes. The model lodging-house scheme, including large 
and lofty blocks of buildings intended for the accommodation 
of a number of families, has found favour with the Metropo- 
litan Association for Improving the Dwellings ef Labourers, 
and has been also adopted by Miss Bunpett Coutts and the 
Peazoby trustees. No doubt these vast structures are de- 
signed with every improvement in ventilation and precaution 
against overcrowding which experience suggests. It must be 
remembered they are in pepulous districts. Unless, however, 
in all such edifices, extraordinary attention be bestowed on 
details, the aggregation of vast numbers of human beings in 
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layers one over the other cannot fail to be productive of pre- 
judicial results. The height and magovitude of the structures 
render it a matter of necessity that large roum-space be pro- 
vided. In increasing the ratio of density of the population 
within a district, the correlative duty of proportionate precau- 
tion and care is obvious. Dr. Lernesy, in his reports on the 
city of London, points out the benefits resulting from a reduc- 
tion of the ratio of density, inasmuch as in the last ten years 
the population has declined from 129,922 to 114,472, and the 
inhabited houses from 14,706 to 13,478; while, at the same 
time, the average rate of mortality has diminished from 23°8 
to 23°3 per 1000, a rate which may reasonably be expected to 
further, diminish when the proposed Bill shall become law. 

While the exigencies of the City may necessitate structures 
of the nature described, there are a large number of the work- 
ing and artisan class to whom the plan originated by Dr. 
GREENHILL, of Hastings, and now in operation in some dis- 
tricts of London, would be available. The Improved Indus- 
trial Dwellings Company, Limited, held their seventh ordinary 
half-yearly meeting on the 14th of February at the Mansion 
House. Mr. Alderman Warertow presided. Amongst those 
present, who constitute the honorary board of directors, were 
the Right Hon. G. J. Géscuzx, Mr. M. Buxton, M.P., Sir 
Cuar.es Fox, and others, who detailed the operations of the 
company. From their report it appeared that not only has 
the greatest social and sanitary benefit followed their efforts, 
but they have resulted in pecuniary gain to the shareholders, 
while affording to the industrial classes improved dwellings at 
moderate rents. Such results could not have been anticipated 
were it not—as Mr. Russet Gurwey, Q.C., Recorder of 
London, explained—that the directors acted gratuitously, and 
had a higher than pecuniary interest in the success. The ad- 
vantages of such a company are obvious. The tenements, 
being in various localities, have none of the barrack-like ap- 
pearances presented by those stately piles which, it may be, are 
more suitable to, if not a necessity of, their position. 

A third plan is also advocated, and, what is better, is in 
operation—the suburban cottage or settlement scheme in con- 
nexion with the workman's cheap railway train. No one will 
question the desirability, as far as circumstances permit, of 
encouraging such migration. There is evidence to show that 
the happiest results have followed from the establishment of 
these working-men’s settlements. Of these several measures 
for the improvement of the social condition of the humbler 
classes—whether they are the result of private benevolence, 
of private enterprise guided by a spirit of patriotism, or of 
public legislation, —we speak thankfully and hopefully. They 
are all steps in the right direction. They have as their object 
the elevation in the social scale of our humbler fellow-citizens ; 
they directly tend to their moral and material advantage, and in- 
directly react on the public welfare by diminishing the sources, 
material as well as moral, of public injury. To guide the 
Legislature in such efforts is the duty Mr. M‘CuLiacH 
Torrens has undertaken. We congratulate him on the sue- 
cess which has hitherto attended his exertions ; and we wish 
him good speed in the further prosecution of so deeply im- 
portant and so noble a purpose. 


7 SS 
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Tae health of armies and fleets has been for many years 
considered an object of the highest national importance. Com. 











manders by land or sea, who have deserved to be called great, 
have always manifested the utmost solicitude on this point, 
and, however lavish of the blood of their followers on those 
days of struggle that decide the fate of nations, were most 
careful of their health and vigour, and so were enabled to take 
advantage of the moment, and to win their battles. It is said 
of WELLINGTON that at the most critical juncture of his career 
his thoughts were chiefly occupied with his soldiers’ shoes ; 
and the heroic Ngetsoy is known to have made it his boast 
that in a small vessel he commanded in his youth he had not 
lost a man by sickness. In the wars of the last century, when 
the military art became more highly organised than in the 
half-feudal times of the Tupors and Stuarts, great attention 
began to be paid to the health of troops and seamen by their 
medical officers. While Sir Jonny Prixcie and others were 
endeavouring to save armies in the field, Lavy, Trorren, 
Bane, and other distinguished naval men made hygiene or 
preventive medicine their special study, and with more striking 
results. On board ship, sanitary regulations can be applied 
with greater precision and exactitude than anywhere else. 
Some most interesting experiments were made as to the influ. 
ence of diet, climate, &c., both at home and abroad, and the 
naval medical officers of that time may be justly accounted 
the founders, in this country at least, of sanitary science. 
Their works are replete with instruction, and many useful hints 
may even now be gathered from them. 

Fever, flux, and scurvy were the cruelest foes of fleets as 
well as armies. The two former, often climatic or of obscure 
origin, remain as formidable scourges, although in a mitigated 
degree. But the triumph over scurvy has been complete. We 
have to search in the voyages of Parry and Mactvrg, or 
other narratives of exceptionally long privation, to find any 
parallel to what was of everyday occurrence in the Royal 
Navy before preventive measures were made imperative. This 
fortunately coincided with the outbreak of the great French 
war, and, under Providence, bore no small part in helping to 
maintain the independence and greatness of our country. 
Since 1794 scurvy has been practically unknown in the Eng- 
lish navy, and this grand result is simply due to the daily 
issue of lime-juice. Although its virtues had been well known 
for two centuries before,* the success of its general adoption 
was such as to give it the éclat of a discovery. 

Scurvy has since formed a minor chapter in practical medi 
cine, but always deeply interesting as the most striking ex- 
ample we possess of science completely mastering disease. 

The few exceptional instances of scurvy recorded, as in the 
Arctic voyage by Dr. Anmstrone, in convict ships by Dr. 
Brysox, in prisons by Drs. Bary, Omerstisox, and others, 
serve only to furnish fresh proof of the singular efficacy of 
prophylactic treatment. But the most extensive outbreak of 
scorbutic disease in recent times formed an episode of the dis- 
astrous, though glorious, campaign of Sebastopol. Dr. Buzzarp 
has recorded some striking observations}—many drawn from 
his own experience in the Turkish army—on the origin and 
spread of this unexpected disease. Its ravages were terrible, 
and it influenced for incalculable evil the progress of wounds 
and all other maladies. No fewer than 2096 cases occurred in 


* Lime-juice was strongly recommended as an infallible preventive and 
cure of scurvy by Woodall, an old naval surgeon, who was surgeon to 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital in the reign of Charles J. 

+ In an excellent article which has recently appeared in Roynolds’s Syste" 
of Medicitie, vol. i, 1866, 
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the English army, while the return from the French army was 
as high as 23,000. The Turks fared worse, but no statistics 
are given. Yet all this misery was incurred so late as 1854 
through the want of succulent vegetables, or, in their absence, 
a farthing’s worth daily of lime-juice. ‘The miscalculations 
and mishaps of an unforeseen war may serve as an apology for 
such a lamentable but altogether exceptional incident. 

Scurvy now finds its home in the British merchant navy, 
and in no other class of men in this or in any other country is 
it so prevalent as amongst English sailors. The annals of the 
Dreadnought hospital-ship have for many years supplied abun- 
dant evidence of this fact. Dr. Bupp, in 1839, from his ex- 
perience there, produced the admirable treatise which embodied 
in a more scientific form than before the whole history of the 


' disease. Since then patients have annually multiplied in 


number, and in 1863 the increase attracted the attention of 
the Medica! Officer of the Privy Council. At his request, Dr. 
BaRNEs drew up a comprehensive Report,” including not only 
his large personal experience in the Dreadnought, but a num- 
ber of valuable facts derived from other institutions and other 
sea-ports. The extent of the evil throughout the shipping of 
the country, and chietly of the northern ports, was thus ex- 
posed. Dr. Warp had before and since contributed to our 
knowledge of the disease, of which he sees so many examples ; 
and Mr. H. Leacn has persistently pointed out such defects 
in the economy of individual ships as he has been able to glean 
from the narratives of the patients.t In 1864 the Seamen's 
Hospital Society began the practice of reporting to the Board 
of Trade all cases of scurvy of a supposed epidemic character— 
that is, whenever two or more were received from one ship. 
Impressed with the importance of the subject, the Board of 
Trade has instituted in all such cases a minute inspection 
and inquiry into the circumstances of each vessel so reported. 
By their direction, Dr. Dickson, Medical Inspector of the 
Customs, aided by non-professional coadjutors, has made many 
such investigations in the last three years. The Reports 
thereon will be found to confirm to the fullest extent the sus- 
picions that had been entertained of the neglect and mis- 
management of antiscorbutics, and of, their systematic adul- 
teration, sometimes even in vessels of a high class, and other- 
wise in good condition. Some of the results of Dr. Dickson’s 
observations were communicated to the profession at the 
Epidemiological and Hunterian Societies last year, and an 
abstract of one of these papers appeared in Tur Lancer of 
Dec. 29th, 1866. Another important condition in regard to 
the health of seamen—viz., accommodation, has long engaged 
the attention of the Board of Trade, in connexion with the 
admeasurement of tonnage and adjustment of dues—matters 
of no small domestic and international moment. The result 
of their inquiries on the sanitary bearings of this point have 
not yet been published. But Dr. Srows, in an interesting and 
graphic communication to The Times of Jan. 14th, gave a 
gloomy picture of the berthing of the crew in several vessels 
he had visited in this port. An accumulation of evidence 
from all quarters demonstrates the defective condition of the 
merchant navy. The reports which have recently appeared 
in our columns are the fruit of unusual opportunities for 
ascertaining the true state of the case, and, it is believed, 





* Published in the Annual Report of the Medical Officer of the Privy 
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form a digest of all that is essential to be known. They have 
been communicated to the public through the fitting channel 
of a professional journal, without party bias on either political 
or social subjects. It is hoped they may awaken a legitimate 
interest in the question, and facilitate the discussion and adop- 
tion of such measures of relief as may be considered likely to 


be effectual, without needlessly infringing on the law and usage 
of the country. 


Hadi. Jonttos 


“Ne quid nimis.” 














THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


Tue failure of the first attempt to carry out the provisions 
of the charter of the College of Surgeons on Thursday, the 
2ist ult., to which we briefly alluded last week, is a matter 
which cannot be passed over in silence, and one which it is 
most important for the Fellows of the College to consider 
gravely. The Council having resolved in August last that it 
was inexpedient that Examiners should hold office for more 
than ten years, it followed as a natural consequence that those 
gentlemen who had already enjoyed these lucrative appoint- 
ments for nearly double that period should resign. Mr. Cesar 
Hawkins so fully appreciated the feeling of the Council that 
he took the earliest opportunity of sending in his resignation ; 
but Mr. South and Mr. Luke did not see the propriety of 
imitating his example, though it is said that the latter gentle- 
man was only prevented by his senior colleague from following 
that course. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Charles Hawkins, who had 
nothing whatever to gain by any change which might take 
place in the Court of Examiners, but who was honourably 
anxious to fulfil the pledges given prior to his election, being 
determined to carry into effect the provisions of the charter, 
convened a special meeting of the Council, to decide whether 
it was their pleasure or the reverse that Mr. South (for Mr. 
Luke was left out of the question for a time) should continue 
to hold office as an Examiner. In proposing his motion in the 
negative, Mr. Charles Hawkins, we believe, specially guarded 
himself against all imputation of personal feeling, and declared 
his intention of simply carrying out the charter by which the 
Council is supposed to be governed. Sir William Fergusson 
seconded the proposition, referring to the fact that the latest 
charter defined the period of office to be five years. There- 
upon Mr. South made a few remarks, alluding to his long 
services, and his certainty that he might with confidence leave 
the result in the hands of his colleagues, and then had the 
good taste to withdraw from the meeting. 

Mr. South had evidently drawn his conclusions from sound 
premises ; for at once St. Bartholomew came to the rescue of 
St. Thomas, and the veteran Lawrence rose to speak on behalf 
of his but slightly junior colleague. That the senior member 
of the Council and the only life member of the Court of Ex- 
aminers should esteem it a great hardship that gentlemen 
should be compelled to vacate offices of emolument before they 
pay the last debt of nature, was to be expected ; and it would 
be only waste of time to prove the fallacies of the argument 
from Mr. Lawrence’s own speeches of forty years ago. We 
must express our surprise, however, at the support which this 
comfortably conservative doctrine received from junior mem- 
bers of the Council, elected within the last three or four 
years, especially, as was supposed, to introduce a new element 
into the College —namely, Messrs. James Paget, Busk, and 
Hancock. If personal regard or dislike is to weigh in the 
Council of the College, all hope of improvement and reform 
may be said. to be ended; and more particularly if the St. 
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Bartholomew’s party is to be allowed to exercise its influence 
on the decisions arrived at as of yore, we shall begin to de- 
spair. No less than three of the present Court of Examiners 
are or have been medical officers of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
and it is obvious that any change as to the re-election of 
Examiners would affect at least two of these gentlemen before 
long. Is it impossible for their colleague to separate public 
from private feeling, or to see the incongruity between his 
recent speech and his proposal to introduce a new class of 
Examiners in August last? Another speaker’s proposition, to 
‘“*throw oil upon the troubled waters” by counselling the 
withdrawal of the obnoxious proposition, savours rather of a 
desire to avoid responsibility, and was unworthy of a gentle- 
man who has twice received the suffrages of the electors 
within the last four years. Naturally, after the expression of 
such opinions as we have referred to, the result followed which 
we have already announced—namely, that, on a ballot being 
taken, six members voted for and seventeen against the original 
proposition, which was of course lost. 

Thus the Fellows of the College have the satisfaction of 
tinding that several of the gentlemen whom they have elected 
to the Council, during the last few years, as supposed 
reformers of the abuses therein existing, have, on the first 
opportunity, openly avowed their intention of supporting 
the existing and most pernicious system. Others also must 
have silently lent their aid in the same direction; for had the 
twelve members below the Court given their unanimous sup- 
port, Mr. Hawkins’s motion would have been carried, even 
without the help which it is believed to have received from 
more than one of the Court of Examiners. Let the Fellows 
lay these facts to heart, and, as July comes on, let them re- 
member their duty to return as members of Council men who 
will not yield a ready assent to the obstructive policy new so 
painfully prevalent. 


MEDICAL STUDENTS AND DR. MARY WALKER. 


WE are sorry to have to admit that we have nothing to say 
in excuse of the medical students who last week thought fit to 
distinguish themselves by their noisy and rude interruption of 
the lecture of Dr. Mary Walker in St. James’s Hall. There 
may be little taste manifested by the lady in question : that is 
one among other good reasons for leaving her entirely unmo- 
lested ; especially for the medical profession leaving her 
alone. Her sex should be respected. It is absurd to think 
that any good can be done, or any honour brought to the 
profession, by such behaviour as that which came before Mr. 
D’Eyncourt at Marlborough-street Police-court last week. On 
the contrary, we deem it highly discreditable to the profession, 
and should like to see University College and the other schools 
of Medicine whose students were concerned in it, give a very 
decided proof of their disapproval. The disturbance is the 
more unreasonable inasmuch as the lecture was unconnected 
with the subject of medicine, and for the benefit of schools in 
Bermondsey. But were it otherwise, were the fair doctor to 
choose to entertain an audience in St. James's Hall with her 
views on the treatment of pneumonia or of hysteria, the duty 
of the profession would be either absence or silence. We boast 
that there is more true freedom in our country even than in 
America, and that among us, 

“A man may speak the thing he will.” 
And so maya woman. If either men or women abuse liberty 
or use it without taste, we may well be content to leave them 
to the inevitable consequences of their own indiscretion. 


FALSE HAIR AND RINGWORM. 


A DESPERATE struggle is being made by those who have 
considerable self-interest at stake to stifle the truth in regard 
to the ill effects of certain artificial practices of adornment 
which are supposed to enhance the conventional beauty of the 





fair sex. There are still greater risks to be apprehended than 
those we have already pointed out in the use of artificial hair. 
The fact that a very large amount is originally studded over 
with the egg-bags of the common pediculus is one of the best 
evidences that the individuals from whom the hair has been 
obtained were strangers to habits of cleanliness. In much of 
the hair that comes into the English market, especially that of 
a lighter shade, the distal half of the shaft is dotted over 
with what are generally regarded as ‘‘ nits.” These are of 
two kinds: the one attached laterally —ova remains; and a 
second form which, surrounding the hair, is difficult to detach 
(more difficult than the true ‘‘ nits”), and may be found on 
hair that has been prepared and cleansed for sale. The 
latter is nothing more nor less than a collection of vege- 
table sporules or cells similar to those which are found in the 
various forms of ringworm. They are not destroyed by many 
of the processes to which the hair is subjected in its prepara- 
tion; and there can be no doubt that, when placed upon a 
favourable soil, they would speedily grow and produce serious 
disease. Fortunately the scalp of adults does not form a 
fayourable nidus for these parasitic germs, but in some in- 
stances of scurfy disease of the scalp there is reason to think 
they are the true cause of mischief. In the case of the young 
it cannot be doubted that ringworm would be produced by their 
growth ; and the fact is certain that many ladies carry about 
with them in their ‘‘chignons” the seeds of ‘‘ ringworm”—an 
intuactable malady. There is also a novel species of false hair 
in the market; it is called ‘‘ churchyard hair,” and consists not 
only of the shafts but the roots also, and hence must have 
been pulled from the scalp of the dead !—a horrible idea, 
and one that should certainly make ladies revolt against the 
present absurd and uncleanly fashion. 


HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN. 


Mr. James Greenwoop, the well-known “Casual” of the 
Pall Mall Gazette, has recently paid a visit to the Hospital for 
Sick Children, in Great Ormond-street, and gives a graphic 
and interesting account of it in last Monday’s Evening Star. 

Hospitals for sick children are examples of “special” insti- 
tutions which have the general approval of the profession at 
large, since due attention to the wants of the little sufferers 
necessitates modifications of the usual hospital arrangements 
as regards nursing, diet, and fresh air, which cannot be 
attained except in wards set apart for children only. The 
female patients of our general hospitals, when suffering them- 
selves from illness, are apt to be a little impatient and irritable 
at the crying and even at the laughter and play of young 
children in their immediate proximity ; and, though we often 
see much kindness shown to them, it is perhaps better that 
they should be separated in special wards or buildings, where 
their mutual society is advantageous to all. 

An hospital for the sick children of the poor has recently 
been established under influential auspices in Belgravia, where, 
in the mews and alleys congregated around the splendid squares 
of that fashionable neighbourhood, a vast amount of sickness 
is to be found among the poorer classes, too often unknown 
and unsuspected by their wealthier neighbours. The ‘‘ Belgrave 
Hospital for Children” is situate in Cumberland-street, Eccles- 
ton-square, and the committee have secured the valuable 
services of Dr. Anstie and Mr. Brodhurst as physician and 
surgeon for their little patients. The hospital is at present in 
petto, but we cannot imagine that there will be any lack of 
funds for such a useful and much-needed institution. 


THE MEDICAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY. 


Tue Medical Provident Society, to which we have often 
called the attention of our readers, was finally and formally 
dissolved by the unanimous vote of a general meeting of its 
members held at the Freemasons’ Tavern on the 14th ultimo. 
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This is the second time an attempt to found and sustain a 
Medical Provident Association has been tried and relinquished ; 
the practica! lesson taught in each case being that the design, 
though working excellently amongst the non-professional 
classes, and even amongst some other professional classes, 
does not appear to meet the requirements of the medical 
profession. The truth of the whole matter was well put 
by Mr. Propert at the meeting. ‘You may raise,” said 
he, ‘‘any amount of money from the profession for benevolent, 
but not for provident purposes.”” In the present effort, as 
in the former one, this is strikingly proved. The support 
rendered to the late Mr. Daniell of Newport Pagnell, who 
founded the first fund, was such that when he gave up his 
attempt he had over £300 to present to the medical charities. 
The support given to this second fund was again so great that 
not only will the subscribers receive back whatever they have 
paid, in full, but when all claims are liquidated, a considerable 
part of the money sent by honorary members will be also 
returned, on a pro rata scale, to the donors. 

In considering the amount of energy and thorough-going 
hard work which has been expended by the promoters of these 
two attempts to raise a Provident Society for medical men, we 
cannot but express regret that so much trouble and anxiety 
should have led to the result we have recorded. At the same 
time the experiment has not been useless ; and if it has shown, 
as we hope it has, that the body medical as a whole is beyond 
the necessity of a Provident Fund, there can be but one ex- 
pression—an expression of satisfaction that the profession is so 
happily circumstanced. 


—_ 


PARISH PAY. 


At a recent meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Farn- 
ham Union, the house-surgeon, Dr. Powell, made an application 


for an increase of salary on the ground that the duties of his 
office had largely increased since his appointment in 1864. 
Dr. Powell enclosed a statement from the medical report book, 
which showed that the daily average of patients attended last 
year was fifty-two; the salary for this attendance amounted 
to less than three farthings per head per day. In the course 
of discussion the ability with which Dr. Powell had discharged 
his duties, and his attention to the sick and infirm, were 
warmly eulogised, and it was unanimously agreed that some 
remuneration should be given him in consideration of his in- 
creased duties, but that no permanent increase of salary could 
at present be made. Subsequently the munificent sum of £15 
was voted as a douceur to Dr. Powell, which we suppose will 
raise his rate of remuneration per daily patient from twelve to 
pretty nearly thirteen-sixteenths of a penny ! 


SUSSEX COUNTY HOSPITAL. 

Two very important and commendable alterations embodied 
in a report by the medical officers of the Sussex County Hos- 
pital were adopted at the annual general meeting of governors 
held last week. Much inconvenience has been experienced in 
providing substitutes to undertake the duties of the physicians 
and surgeons when prevented by special circumstances from 
attending at the hospital. It has now been decided that the 
janior (assistant) officers shall be appointed as colleagues of 
their seniors for that purpose. The second alteration is of 
much more consequence. Amongst the six or seven thousand 
out-patients attended during the year are many that cannot be 
properly treated except as in-patients; and it has been decided, 
consequently, that the juniors may discriminate extreme cases 
especially fitted for admission, and, after certifying such to the 
house-surgeon, shall, if the patient can obtain entrance in the 
ordinary way, follow the case into the wards, and direct the 
treatment till its termination. The number of beds to be so 
ocbapied is limited to twelve. This is not only a very graceful 





act of concession on the part of the senior officers, but implies 
the existence of perfect harmony amongst the staff as a whole. 

We commend such changes as there to the notice of pro- 
vincial hospitals in general. Dr. Fussell, who has taken an 
active part in framing the new regulations, made a suggestion 
which should be acted upon at once—viz., to have a fixed day 
and time for operations, so that some opportunity may be 
given to the practitioners in the neighbourhood to witness the 
practice of the hospital ; and we feel sure that this plan will 
be adopted, 


LUNACY PROSECUTIONS. 


Tue prosecution of John H. Harris by the Crown, at the suit 
of the Commissioners in Lunacy, heard at the Central Criminal 
Court on Thursday, has terminated in a somewhat 
manner. The jury returned a verdict of ‘‘ Not guilty,” and the 
prisoner was discharged. We shall recur to this singular case 
next week. The elaborate and learned summing up of the 
judge, Baron Channell, is of special importance. 

The verdict of the jury in this case is so entirely in opposi- 
tion to the law of lunacy as laid down by the judge, that it 
would seem to have been arrived at under some erroneous 
impression as to ulterior motive for the prosecution, other 
than the vindication of the law. The defendant has certainly 
escaped the consequence of his violation of the statute, but we 
would ask, Why should such a risk have been run? The pro- 
visions of the Act are clear, there is no difficulty in 
them out, and it is essential for the protection, not only of the 
insane, but of the general public, that they should be strictly 
obeyed. We know there are many patients at this moment in 
confirement without having been certificated ; we would ear- 
nestly draw the attention of their guardians to this and other 
cases. 

The Commissioners in Lunacy would be doing less than 
their duty if they did not notice infringements of the lunacy 
law, and did not prosecute in every instance in which they 
considered such infringement to be wilful or corrupt. 


HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS DUE. 


We are glad to record that the Royal Humane Society has 
awarded its silver medallion to Mr. Henry Obré, of Meleombe- 
place, whose recent services to the numerous sufferers from 
the sad calamity in Regent’s Park have so justly entitled him 
to that reward. The residents in Marylebone had it in con- 
templation to offer Mr. Obré a money recompense. For this 
purpose a considerable sum was subscribed. Many would 
have gladly availed themselves of the opportunity to thereby 
convey to him their appreciation of the great ability and 
untiring humanity he evinced on that sad occasion; but 
Mr. Obré, in a spirit which might have been expected from so 
honourable a member of our profession, wrote to the local 
paper, respectfully declining to receive any money so sub- 
scribed. In the propriety of his resolution we entirely concur, 
Thanks on vellum have been given to Dr. Edward Norton, 
who has already received the silver medal for services rendered 
on the same occasion. 

Mr. Clapton, a student of the London Hospital, has had 
presented to him by his teachers and fellow-students a splendid 
watch and chain, for the gallantry he displayed in the late 
catastrophe. 


THE “LONDON REVIEW” ON ANATOMY. 


A FORTNIGHT since we commented on a paragraph in the 
London Review, in which it was alleged that the fathers of 
phrenology, Gall and Spurzheim, were the first to demonstrate 
the anatomy of the brain. Our remarks were made in perfect 
seriousness, for we wished to check the extravagant imagina- 
tion of our contemporary, and to correct an assertion display- 
ing as much fallacy as arrogance. Alas! the result has not 
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been what we expected. After two weeks of mature delibera- 
tion the writer of the replies in a tone that shows 
clearly enough that what we took for a grave offence was 
merely a bit of playful jest. Our contemporary evidently 
belongs to the rising school of “funny science,” and thinks 
that a question in tomical history is a capital pivot on 
which to turn his joke. This of course is his own affair, but 
we would counsel him in future to select lighter matter than 
science as the subject of his buffoonery. Having failed in his 
effort to reply to one of our charges, and having passed the 
other over in silence, it is but a sorry method of covering his 
retreat to attempt an advocacy of phrenology based on the 
circumstance that the Atheneum some time ago published the 
report of an Italian commission ‘on the skull of Dante,” and 
that a writer in the same periodical favours the phrenological 
doctrines ‘in a review of the works of Hervey the poet.” 
What the writer means by ‘‘ mechanical ideas ” we have failed 
to arrive at, unless it has some vague reference to his own cir- 
cular method of ratiocination. But we may tell him, in answer 
to his assertions to the contrary, that Cuvier did not err in his 
exploration of the optic and olfactory nerves, and that Gall 
was not the first who determined the relation of the vesicular 
to the fibrous neurine, though he certainly did misinterpret 
the respective functions of the two." A more melancholy dis- 
play of self-sufficient ignorance than that of our contemporary 
we happily do not often meet. We live indeed in an age of 
scientific progress, but philosophy has many obstacles to over- 
come, and, toour thinking, none more obstructive or detrimental 
than the assaults of those pseudo-savans whose effusions so 
often mislead the public. 





LEGALISED BONESETTING. 

Tue landlady of a public-house in South Shields got her 
wrist frightfully dislocated and its ligaments torn, some 
twelve months ago, by a man whom she had refused to 
lend five shillings which he demanded at the bar. She 
went to a bonesetter, who reduced the dislocation ; but her 
wrist remained so seriously damaged that she had recourse to 
a second bonesetter, and finally to a third ‘‘of great reputa- 
tion” at Morpeth. The last practitioner had the candour to 
confess that ‘‘he could make nothing of the wrist ;” where- 
upon she applied, as a dernier ressort, to the Infirmary at New- 
castle, and then to a duly-qualified surgeon : but by this time 
the condition of her wrist was found to be irremediable. She 
sought compensation before the Civil Court, and obtained a 
verdict in her favour with £40 damages. Mr. Justice Mellor, 
in summing up, is reported to have informed the jury that, 
‘‘in point of law, there was no distinction between a bone- 
setter, educated, as the learned counsel for the plaintiff had 
said, in ‘the infirmary of mankind,’ and a surgeon who had 
‘walked the hospitals’ for his degree, if there was no cul- 
pable negligence on his part.” Now, to say nothing of the 
learned justice’s notion, that a surgeon’s qualification is a 
‘‘degree,”” there is surey some necessity here for a further 
enlightenment of the law. Why the herbalist should be liable 
to prosecution on the ground of his being a quack, and why 
the bonesetter should be recognised as a fit and proper prac- 
titioner in the eyes of the law, it is difficult to divine. The 
‘‘infirmary of mankind” is as much the school of the former 
as of the latter; while the one is as little likely to “ neglect” 
a pationt as the other. The practice of all unqualified prac- 


enactment to this effect, we shall have no end of cases similar 
pois was so poorly compensated the other day by 








INTERESTING PRESENTATION. 


Ir has been a standing custom at Totnes, whenever the wife 
of the chief magistrate of the borough was blessed by the birth 
of a son or daughter during the mayoralty of her husband, for 
the Corporation to present a silver cradle as a memento of the 
event ; but, strange to say, until the present year, no such happy 
occasion has occurred within the recollection of some of the 
oldest inhabitants. The present mayor, T. E. Owen, Esq., is 
a member of our profession, and on the 18th ult. a deputation 
attended at his residence to present him with a valuable 
epergne, upon which was inscribed the following :— 

**1867. Presented by the Conpesation of the Borough of 
Totnes, to Thomas Edward Owen, , Mayor, on the birth 
of a son, Thomas Percy Owen, in his Mayoralty, on the 12th 
day of November, 1866.” 

The pattern represents a palm-tree in full vigour, with a 
young shoot entwined around the parent stem; and Mr. 
Bentall, on behalf of the Corporation, expressed a hope that 
the young gentleman whose birth gave them an opportunity of 
testifying to their appreciation of the mayor, would encircle 
himself round the hearts and affections of his parents and his 
oo and live to earn as good a reputation as that of his 
father. 


THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 


Tue health of her Royal Highness continues to improve 
daily. The assistance of Mr. Paget was requested on Tuesday, 
in consequence of the rheumatic affection having become, as 
not unfrequently happens, localised in one of the principal 
joints. This complication, whilst it gives no cause for anxiety 
as regards the issue of the case, adds of course somewhat to 
the distress of an illness which is always painful and weari- 
some. 


COCCULUS INDICUS IN BEER. 


Ir it be true that we English consume about 900,000,000 
gallons of beer every year—an increase of about forty per 
cent. in ten years,—ample opportunity must exist for adulte- 
ration in this particular article of genera] and every-day 
consumption. It has been asserted over and over again that 
one of the ingredients is cocculus indicus. Though we are not 
aware of any actual proof of its use, there is the most conclu- 
sive evidence that it is largely sent into this country, and that 
it is not used for medicinal purposes. What becomes of it? 
In 1865, 9400 pounds were imported, enough to adulterate 
120,000 barrels of beer; and in an old treatise we find full 
directions given for its employment in the manufacture of 
porter. The only inference that we can possibly draw is, that 
it is used by the brewers surreptitiously, Unfortunately, there 
is no duty imposed apon the drug, which is very much to be 
regretted. As it is not employed as a medicine, and is known 
to possess most deleterious qualities, and suspected to be used 
for the doctoring of beer, it seems to us most advisable to call 
attention to the above facts, and to ask that some steps may 
be taken to prevent the possibility of its being used at all in 
England. In the last report of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, it is said that acts of violence and crime are espe- 
cially prevalent in those counties where adulterated beer is 
known to be mostly found. 


Tuer is a short letter in The Times of the 22nd ult. from 
“The Clergyman of the District” which deserves some notice 
at our hands. It appears that a person who was fined for act- 
ing as a medical practitioner without any legal qualification 
=, | ha san jain ohn conduct, tnt, he had 
> | Sale en hws ae che sunetel te Geer 
> | tan.” clergyman in question says: ‘‘I never 
recommended anyone, and have always strongly dissuaded 
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people, however poor, from taking the physic of any but regu- 
lar medical men.” Now this is most creditable to the clergy- 
man ; and if all his brethren acted upon the same wholesome 
principle, a heavy blow and great discouragement would be 
given to irregular practitioners. It is lamentable, indeed, to 
reflect that many clergymen act upon a very different convic- 
tion of their responsibility. Some are homcopathists; some 
give testimonials to bonesetters, and others to the virtues of 
patent medicines, The example set by ‘‘ The Clergyman of the 
District” is worthy of imitation on the part of his brethren 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 


Tue ordinary monthly meeting of the Quekett Microscopical 
Society was held in the library of University College, on 
the 22nd ultimo, A. E. Durham, Esq., vice-president, in the 
chair, About one hundred members were present. A very 
interesting paper was read ‘‘On the publication of new Genera 
and Species from insufficient materials, &c,” by Mr. Kitten, 
of Norwich. The author deprecated the growing desire on 
the part of students of natural history, and more particularly 
microscopic observers, for the discovery and description of new 
genera and species, in consequence of which our flora and 
fauna are encumbered with names and synonyms, two-thirds 
of which have no claim to an independent existence ; and he 
pointed out a variety of examples, especially amongst Diato- 
maces, where this error could be readily traced. When a 
supposed new form occurs to an observer, the better plan 
would be to endeavour to discover points of resemblance to 
already described forms, rather than those in which it departs 
therefrom. He, lastly, gave examples to show that a generic 
character taken from a single specimen can only belong to it, 
and that peculiarities which may seem to be the evidence of 
new species may be perpetuated by fissiparous division. 

An interesting discussion subsequently took place as to the 
insect which furnishes the so-called ‘‘ hairs of Dermestes ;” the 
general opinion being that several insects furnish hairs of 
the kind, the most common one being Anthrenus museorum. 
The meeting terminated with the usual conversazione. 


Tue last report of the Clerical, Medical, and General Life 
Assurance Society— one of the first to acknowledge the claims 
of medical practitioners to be remunerated for their reports— 
is highly gratifying. [t refers to the last quinquennial period, 
which terminated on the 30th of June last. During those five 
years, the new assurances, purely English, were for £1,518,181, 
producing premiums amounting to £50,497 annually. The in- 
come, notwithstanding a reduction in the premiums in lieu of 
bonus additions of over £5600 per annum, rose from £195,400 
on the 30th June, 1861, to £215,237 on the 30th June, 1866, 
being an increase of nearly £20,000 per annum. The assurance 
fund, which in 1861 was £1,422,191, reached £1,619,539 in 
1866, showing an increase, after payment of £85,303 on account 
of bonus at the last division, of £197,348. During these five 
years, the Society has paid in medical fees £3529 2s. 6d. 
They always write to the medical attendant of the proposer, 
and pay the full fee of one guinea, whether the amount pro- 
posed be large or small, This liberal conducé to the profession 
has doubtless had great influence on the prosperity of the 
Society. 


Tue following important notice has been issued by the 
Society of Apothecaries :— 

** That the Court of Examiners refuse to receive any certi- 
—. of lectures or abe pn beet delivered in 
private to particular students apart from the ordinary classes 
of public, recognised medical schools.” 








A STABLEMAN died under the influence of chloroform 
at St. Mary’s Hospital last week. It was administered to 
facilitate the reduction of a dislocated thumb. 
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INVESTIGATING THE STATE 


INFIRMARIES OF WORKHOUSES. 
ae 


SPECIMENS OF THE CHANGES EFFECTED IN THE 
MANAGEMENT OF LONDON WORKHOUSE 
INFIRMARIES SINCE THE OPENING 
OF “THE LANCET” COMMISSION, 


We propose briefly to enumerate some of the alterations 
which have been made, so far, in the condition of Metropolitan 
Infirmaries, in consequence of the agitation which was com- 
menced by the publication of our original Reports, and was 
carried on by the efforts of the Workhouse Infirmary Asso- 
ciation. Our object in doing this is to show that the mere 
fact of public and official attention having been directed to 
the existing state of things has sufficed to make considerable 
changes for the better; but we are much mistaken if our 
readers do not draw a moral from the very changes thus com- 
pelled by an awakened public opinion, to the effect that the 
system which could require this kind of stimulus to the per- 
formance of such obvious duties requires a large and compre- 
hensive reform. This will be the more evident because we 
shall also have to report that in more than one instance the 
most serious evils which were pointed out by us have not been 
amended at all ; the functionaries whose duty it was to have 
seen to their amendment being content to accept the disgrace 
of refusing to repair the faults of which their management has 
been plainly convicted. 

One of the earliest and most striking cases of abuse which 
were reported by us was the case of the Strand Workhouse. 
The capital defects of this establishment were—1l. The entire 
unfitness of the buildings. 2. The great overcrowding of the 
wards. 3. The utterly bad character of the nursing, which 
was entirely performed by aged and decrepit paupers, the 
majority of whom could not read the labels on the medicine 
bottles. 4. The great injustice done to the overworked surgeon 
by giving him a wretched pittance of only £105 per annum, 
and further charging him with the cost of a considerable por- 
tion of the drugs, and the whole labour of dispensing them. 
5. The maintenance by the guardians of a carpet-beating busi- 
ness within the walls of the workhouse, which was a serious 
nuisance and damage to the sick, in spite of repeated protests 
and the known objections of the medical officer. We are able 
now toreport that the carpet-beating business was abolished a 
few months after our report appeared ; that seven paid nurses 
have been since appointed, and that sundry sanitary improve- 
ments, though of a partial and incomplete character, have been 
carried out. The attainment-of these reforms was greatly 
helped by a public inquiry which was forced on by the Work- 
house Association, and at which two of our Commissioners 
assisted in eliciting evidence of the existing abuses. On the 
other hand, the gross injustice of the terms, as to duties and 
remuneration, under which the medical officer, Dr. Rogers, 
holds office, has not been redressed, and the suggestions of the 
Poor-law Board as to increased medical assistance have been 
either refused or evaded, with much effrontery, by the 
guardians. The evils of overcrowding were partly remedied, 
for the moment, after the Poor-law inquiry, but things have 
now been allowed to relapse into their former bad condition. 
All idea of alterations in the buildings has been waived in pre- 
sence of the uncertainty as to the intention of Government in 
respect of Poor-law reform. 

The infirmary of Shoreditch was also among the earliest 
noticed by us, and the report we were obliged to make was 
extremely severe. Not to refer to a multitude of other details, 
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we stated that the nursing in this establishment was in- 
famous, the patients being thoroughly neglected by their 
pauper nurses, and that the medical man was overburdened with 
work, and paid a most wretched salary. A great outcry was 
raised against our report, and the clerk to the guardians threw 
out strong accusations of exaggeration against us; but the 
convincing reply of our Commissioner in The Times, and the 
subsequent reports of Dr. Smith and Mr. Farnall, satisfactorily 
proved the justice of our strictures. The local authorities, in 
spite of their anger, were compelled to appoint a large number 
of paid nurses. 

Clerkenwell infirmary was one of the worst on which we 
had to report. The buildings were intolerably bad, the classi- 
fication was most mischievous, the nursing mostly performed 
by incapable paupers, the patients extremely overcrowded. We 
regret to say that, although our unfavourable comments were 
fully borne out by the subsequent reports of the Poor-law 
inspectors, no change appears to have been made in the manage- 
ment of the infirmary, and the guardians have exhibited a very 
unseemly spirit of defiance to the urgent remonstrances of the 
Poor-law Board and of their own medical officer, Mr. Henry 
J. Brown. 

Chelsea infirmary was not separately reported on by our 
Commissioners, but in their preliminary 


nursing, and deficient ward furniture and management. We 
are glad to say that great changes have been effected here. 
Additional wards have been provided, which have raised the 
cubic space for each patient from 500 to 700 feet, two super- 
intendent and night nurses (paid and trained) have been ap- 
pointed, a complete supply of horsehair mattresses and pillows 
has been furnished throughout the house, hot and cold baths 
have been provided, several new waterclosets erected, and 
the guardians now provide the drugs. The medical officer's 
salary, however, has not been increased, and he is still impro- 
perly saddled with the labour of dispensing. We have great 
pleasure in mentioning the earnestness and intelligence with 
which this gentleman (Mr. Thomas Dickinson) threw himself 
into the work of reform; and we think it fair to express our 
belief that many of the faults which we discovered in this 
establishment were due chiefly to the inefficiency of the then 
master (who has been replaced by a more competent successor) 
rather than to neglect by the guardians. 

Kensington infirmary (not separately reported on) was inci- 
dentally referred to in our general Report as possessing many 
excellent features, one of which was the fact that the buildings 
for the acutely sick were separated from the body of the house 
in the midst of beautifully airy and open grounds. We re- 
gret to say that the superficial air of comfort and completeness 
which this infirmary displays is counterbalanced by many 
serious evils, which we subsequently learned from inquiry ; 
and that some obvious faults which our Commissioner verbally 
pointed out (while according warm praise to what was good) 
have met with very little attention. The comparatively high 
standard of social position and intelligence amongst the guar- 
dians makes it the more remarkable that their infirmary is 
greatly overcrowded, the medical officer is wretchedly under- 
paid and compelled to provide and dispense the medicines, and 
only one additional paid nurse has been provided (for the im- 
beciles), though the pauper nursing exhibited serious defects 
(amongst other things, the patients were allowed to wash in 
their chambers) at the time of our visit. We understand that 
there is a proposal to erect additional infirmary i 


: buildings. 
But, on the whole, we cannot avoid the reflection that the 
supineness of this board is a strong argument against the 
theory that an infusion of ‘‘ gentlemanly” guardians would 
remedy the present defects of the London infirmary system. 
At Lambeth, besides the antiquated and bad construction 
of the buildings, we noted more especially the enormous over- 
work thrown on the surgeon, the great need of an additional 





resident medical officer to look “after the emergencies of the 
very large sick population, and the necessity for paid nurses. 
We are glad to say that a resident qualified medical officer has 
been appointed, and two paid nurses. 

At St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields—an infirmary of which we had 
to speak with strong reprobation on account of the extremely 
bad character of the buildings, the ventilation, and sanitary 
arrangements—not much has been done owing to the fact that 
the house is to be pulled down. One flagrant evil, however, 
has been removed by the closure of the surgical wards, which 
were partly underground, and below the level of the soil of the 
thickly-peopled, old churchyard which forms the court of the 
building. Two bath-rooms have also been added, and another 
paid nurse engaged. 

In the instances now mentioned we have supplied fair 
samples of the varying degrees of immediate success which 
our efforts to improve the metropolitan workhouse infirmaries 
have met at the hands of various guardian boards. It will 
be seen that even this immediate result has been great, espe- 
cially when compared with the immovable apathy and anta- 
gonism to progress which was almost everywhere exhibited 
by the local authorities before the publication of our Reports. 
The ultimate result we may hope will include benefits at least 
as large as those which Mr. Hardy's scheme proposes to con- 
fer, and probably a good deal more, even within the present 
session. 

We shall have to report other instances of improvements 
already effected in the infirmaries as the mere result of the 
public agitation which has been raised and sustained by this 
journal and by private individuals, in spite of much coldness 
and discouragement from a certain section of the higher official 
world, and infinite abuse and slander from the baser-minded 
sort of guardians. Two lessons are taught by these narratives, 
and by the many similar ones which we could record. The 
first is, that the mere fact of thorough publicity, the admis- 
sion of light into dark places, is a gain so great that no Poor- 
law reformer can ever consent to allow Poor-law doings to be 
huddled up in secret for the future. And the second is, that 
it will not do to rely only on the effect of the stings of 
conscience, the fear of ridicule, or even the suggestions of 
common caution, as influences capable of prompting mixed 
boards of guardians—the majority of whom are at once ignorant 
and deeply interested in the work of keeping down the rates— 
to a wise and really provident system of management of the 
sick poor: and that it is high time that the power of such 
bodies was summarily put an end to, at any rate as regards 
their authority over the sick. 





THE 


NEW BRITISH PHARMACOPGIA. 


No. ITIL. 


Or the large number of medicines that are now introduced 
into the Pharmacopeeia, there are probably some with reference 
to which doubts will be entertained of their value as thera- 
peutic agents. Thus, oxalate of cerium, which at one time 
was so much vaunted as a remedy for sickness, especially that 
attending the early stages of pregnancy, seems to have rather 
fallen off in reputation. So also, we think, have the salts of 
lithia, two of which had already been made officinal ; but an 
additional preparation, in the form of /ithia water, is now for 
the first time introduced. Whatever doubts may be enter- 
tained by some medical men with reference to these additions, 
there will be none respecting the new blistering paper (charta 
epispastica), and the new preparation of collodion, which forms 
a flexible film that does not contract in drying. Some improve- 
ment, notin efficiency, but in those properties which tend to make 
a blister tolerable, was certainly wanted in the old-fashioned 
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dirty-looking blistering plaster, which has hitherto been the 
only preparation of the sort recognised in our Pharmacopeia, 
Other more cleanly and elegant preparations have for many 
years been used, especially on the continent, but they have 
not been officinal in this country. The one now introduced 
into the Pharmacopeia, under the name of Charta epispastica, 
appears to have been copied, with some slight modifications, 
from the French Codex. Comparing the process for its pro- 
duction with that of our emplastrum cantharidis, it might be 
thought, if our blistering plaster is only sufficiently active, 
that the new blistering paper must be very deficient in 
strength, for the proportion of cantharides in the latter is not 
much more thati one-fourth what it is in the former; while, 
at the same time, the coating of plaster on the paper is very 
much thinner than that usually spread on leather, when the 
old sort of blistering plaster is applied. We understand, how- 
ever, that the new blistering paper, when properly applied, so 
as to ensure its close adhesion to the skin, is not less efficient 
than the more costly and less elegant plaster to which we 
have been so long accustomed. The Latin name given to the 
blistering paper is that used in the French Codex, and is cer- 
tainly better Latin than Zmplastrum vesicans, which has been 
sometimes applied to it. 

Somewhat allied to these blistering applications are the 
stimulating liniments, of which there are two worthy of 
notice—namely Linimentum crotonis and Linimentum sinapis 
compositum. The former of these is not new, but is altered 
in its composition. In the previous edition it was directed to 
be made with olive oil; but the resulting liniment, the very 
greasy character of which was objectionable, also failed to 
produce the required effect, the irritating property of the 
croton oil being too much mitigated by the olive oil which 
was added to it, It is now to be composed of croton oil, caju- 
put oil, and rectified spirit, in the proportions, by volume, of 
one, three, and four. This is represented to be a much more 


elegant and efficient preparation than the one it replaces. The 
other liniment to which we have alluded-—Linimentum sinapis 


compositum—is a new addition. It is composed of essential oil 
of mustard, ethereal extract of mezereon, camphor, castor oil, 
and rectified spirit. We are informed that, applied to the 
skin in the usual way as a liniment, it acts as a mild stimu- 
lating application ; but if applied on spongeopiline, or, stil] 
better, on a piece of flannel covered with oiled silk, its action 
is greatly increased in consequence of the volatile oil of mus- 
tard being confined, and it then becomes a powerful counter- 
irritant. The oil of mustard and ethereal extract of meze- 
reon, which enter into the composition of this liniment, are 
new additions, the latter being copied from the French Codex. 

Returning to the plasters, we must not omit to notice the 
only new preparation under that name—Hmplastrum cerati 
saponis, which is a slight modification of the Ceratum saponis 
of the London Pharmacopeia. This has been much more ex- 
tensively used in the form of plaster, spread on calico or other 
similar fabric, than in the form in which it was officinal, Soap 
cerate plaster is one of the most useful plasters we have, and 
its recognition in the Pharmacopeia could hardly have been 
omitted, notwithstanding the apparently unscientific process 
by which it is produced. Many attempts have been made to 
simplify and improve this process, but without any satis- 
factory result. Common vinegar is boiled with oxide of lead, 
forming, of course, acetate of lead, with which the colouring 
and extractive matter of the malt vinegar is mixed. To this 
soap is added, when decomposition ensues both of the soap and 
of the acetate of lead, yielding lead r and acetate of 
soda, To these yellow wax and olive oil are added. It might 
be thought the result could be obtained by more direct means ; 
but, practically, the process indicated yields a perfectly satis- 
factory product, and none of the attempted improvements upon 
it have done so. The only difference between the plaster as 


: 


now ordered and the original cerate is, that to form the plaster 





the ingredients are evaporated to a suitable consistence. This 
process may, in some re be compared to that for blis- 
tering paper (charta epispastica), which scientific men may be 
apt to condemn, but which is found to be practically good and 
efficient. Cantharides is boiled in water, together with wax, 
spermaceti, oil, and resin, for two hours; and then the aque- 
ous liquid is rejected, while the strained plaster is found to 
possess all the vesicating property of the flies. 

In the Dublin Pharmacopeia of 1850 most of the prepara- 
tions previously known as spirits, which were solutions of es- 
sential oils obtained by distillation, were directed to be made 
by simply dissolving the oils in spirit, but at the same time 
the strength of the solutions was increased, and the names 
were altered to essences. They were made in the proportions 
of one volume of oil to nine volumes of spirit. In the British 
Pharmacoperia of 1864, this strength of solution and method 
of preparation were adopted, but the name was changed back 
again to spirit. Thus apiritus cajuputi, juniperi, lavandule, 
menthe piperite, myristice, and rosmarini were all solutions 
of one volume of essential oil in nine volumes of rectified 
spirit. This, however, was found to be a mistake. There are 
two classes of preparations well known and frequently used in 
medicine, the one called spirits, which are weak solutions of 
essential oils, and the other called essences, which are strong 
solutions. Now, the spirits of the British Pharmacopceia were 
too strong for the one and tov weak for the other. Spirits are 
used much in the same way as tinctures, and administered 
in doses of about a fluid drachm, while the well known essence 
of peppermint, found in every family medicine chest, is given 
in doses of a few drops. To meet these practical requirements 
not only of medical men, but of the public, we are now to 
have spirits containing one part of oil to fifty of spirit, and 
essences containing one part of oil in five of spirit. We have 
no doubt this arrangement will entirely obviate the objections 
previously urged. 

Among the extracts that are now added to the Pharmacopmia 
some are old friends, such as the extracts of lettuce, poppy, 
and pareira, but there are also the new extracts of mezereon 
and of Calabar bean. The latter of these could not, of course, 
be omitted, as it possesses some remarkable properties that 
are likely to render it a valuable therapeutic agent. 

The preparations of glycerine, of which there are five now 
introduced, are comparatively new in medicine. Glycerine of 
starch has long been used on the continent, and was introduced 
in this country some years ago by Mr. Schacht, of Clifton, by 
whom it has been called plasma, but it has hardly yet received 
the attention it deserves, Made according to the instructions 
given, it is a colourless translucent jelly, of about the consis- 
tence of an ointment, and well suited to replace the oily basis 
of applications for the skin, where a menstruum of this nature 
may be preferred to one consisting of fat. The other glycerines 
are merely solutions of carbolic, gallic, and tannic acids, and 
of borax, in glycerine, in the proportions of one part to five by 
weight. Glycerine appears to be an excellent vehicle for these 
substances ; it dissolves gallic acid readily in the proportion 
indicated, although water, at common temperature, dissolves 
only one hundredth of its weight. We understand that 
glycerine is also a good solvent of extract of Calabar bean. 

Among the liquors there are some new ones, such as liquor 
atropice sulphatis, liquor bismuthi et ammonia citratis (to 
which we have already alluded), liquor ferri perchloridi (cor- 
responding in strength with the tincture), and liquor arsenici 
hydrochloricus, which can hardly be said to be new excepting 
in strength, for in other respects it resembles the liquor arsenici 
chloridi of the London Pharmacope@ia. Then there are the 
representatives of the aérated waters, potash, soda, and lithia 
water, for which processes are given, we me for the pur- 
pose of fixing authoritatively the composition of these waters 
when prescribed by medical men. The well-known fluid mag- 
nesia is also included among these waters, under the name 
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contained. Spirit of chloroform, ostensibly the representative 
of chioric ether in the Pharmacopceia, it will be recollected, 
contains only one part of chloroform in twenty, this i 

ing been i 











GULSTONIAN LECTURES AT THE ROYAL 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


THE NATURE AND AFFINITIES OF SUPERS. 


Dr. SovrHey commenced his first lecture by observing that 
the term “‘tubercle” has been vaguely applied to any little ad- 
ventitious lump by ancient writers. Within the last hundred 
years the word was specially bestowed upon two kinds of sub- 
stances found in the body: the one of cheesy or cretaceous 
consistence, the other pearly, grey-coloured, and transparent. 
Carswell was the first to see that neither colour nor form was 
an attribute that could be relied upon in distinguishing tubercle 
from other things. 

Rokitansky described three forms of tubercle, and con- 
sidered that they were varieties of one common basit blastema, 
itself a qualitative anomaly of the fibrine of the blood, The 
organisation which the tuberculous exudation presented must, 
he concluded, have been an after-process, ent by 

is of cells i ree forms 
TN andes one common appellation, because he believed 
them rong manifestations of an identical blood dyscrasia ex- 

Lébert reckoned the one feature in common, to the three 
forms of tubercle, to be a peculiar scle or cell, a cell to 
which no real specific value can possibly attach, since it is in 
mee way distinguishable from an ordinary compound granular 


Virchow defined tubercle as a new growth, organised from 
the first moment of its separate identification, and classed it 
among that group of tumours which are constructed upon 

pattern of lymph glands, and stand most closely in relation to 


connective tissue formations. He attributed two forms to 
a fibrous and a cellular, the one bein 


external conditions of its growth. 


the final s is round or roundish ; upon 
it is more or less flattened. Its cellular composition is its 
idiosyncrasy, when it can pursue its own course embarrassed 
by fewest complications. . 
The tubercle cell—not that cell on which Gliige and Lébert 


; | laid such stress—is, according to Wedl, a real cell, not a nucleus 


or a solid body. It is rather smaller than a white blood cell, 
colourless, transparent, and having one or more small shining 
nuclei in its interior. 


rapidly this breaks down and shells out. i ; 
ternal conditions are neither ially moist nor dry that the 
ion of tubercle into a mass, and its persistence 

is princi favoured. Grey and tu 





286 Tre Lancer,] 


METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


[Marcu 2, 1867. 








herent preperty of the mass, but is induced by external influ- 
ences, ap inflammation, or excess of moisture in the 
surrounding parts. 

The lecturer then entered upon the progress and metamor- 
phosis of the tubercle growth in icular tissues and under 
_ e conditions ; illustrating the several points from 

development of tubercle in mucous membranes, in bone, in 
nerve substance, and in the kidney. He considered that it 
would be profitless to discuss more minutely the views which 
have been entertained upon the origin of tubercle: first, be- 
cause any caseous mass was reckoned as tubercle by former 
writers ; and secondly, because the opinions upon its nature 
have been too exclusively derived from its presence in pulmo 
nary tissue, in which it is always difficult of recognition, and 
most speedily passes from its elemental state. 





METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW MEDICAL 
OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


A MEETING of this Association was held at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern on Wednesday last, Dr. Rogers in the chair, to receive 
the report of the Council, and to consider the provisions of 
Mr. Hardy’s Poor-law Bill now before the House. The union 
medical officers present were—Dr. Dudfield, St. Margaret's, 
Westminster; Dr. Fowler, East London; Dr. Burchell, St. 
Leonard’s, Shoreditch ; Mr. Cuffe and Mr. Norton, Holborn ; 
Mr. Defriez, Mr. Massingham, and Dr. Welch, Bethnal Green; 
Mr. Eugene Goddard and Mr. L. M. Goddard, Clerkenwell ; 
Mr. Champneys, Whi ; Dr. Rogers, Strand; Mr. Frost, 
Kensi mn; Mr. Benson er, Marylebone ; Mr. Simmons, 
Newington; Mr. Lyle, Paddington; Mr. Clarke, Homerton ; 
Dr. cher, St. George’s-in-the-East ; Mr. Guazzaroni, Ken- 
sington; Mr. French, St. James’s; Mr. Bruce, St. Luke's ; 
Dr. Ede, Islington ; Mr. Monday, Lambeth; and, in addition, 
Dr. Miller of Clapton, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Parkinson, Dr. Anstie, 
Dr. Ladd, Dr. Carr, Mr. Ernest Hart, Dr. Saul, Dr. Wilson, 
the Rev. Mr. McGill, Mr. Donald, Mr, Harston, Dr. Smyth, 
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Burgess, Dr. Spooner, Mr. Henry Lee, Dr. 
Tilbury Fox, Dr. Reed, Dr. Martindale Ward, Dr. Tunstall, 
Dr. Cooke, Dr. Thomas, and others. Letters of apology were 
read from the Rev. Mr. Hansard, Mr. Shaw Stewart, Mr. T. 
Hughes, M.P., Mr. Davenport Bromley, M.P., and others, 

e¢ CHAIRMAN explained the object of the meeting, and 
proposed that, after the reading of the report, the meeting 
should resolve itself into a committee to consider the general 
scheme of Mr. Hardy’s Bill. 


The Report was then read, It expressed the satisfaction 


which the Council felt at the circumstance that Mr. Hardy | 


had practically conceded all, or nearly all, the moderate 

uirements of the medical officers as expressed in the 
** Objects” and in the published reports of the Association. 
In reference, however, to the scheme for the removal of the 
lunatics, imbeciles, and contagious cases, the Council respect- 
fully suggest the desirability of including also the syphilitic 
cases; and still believe that the appointment of resident medi- 
cal officers only for workhouse hospitals would not be conducive 
to the welfare of the sick poor. The importance of efficient 
and frequent inspec yo! the medical ins of the Poor- 
law Board, and the disadvantages of the composition of the 
boards of guardians in part of elected and in part of nominated 
members, were commented upon, 

Dr. Rogers moved the adoption of the report, and entered 
somewhat fully into the several points noticed above ; sketch- 
ing the doings of the various associations which had been at 
work in agitating the question of Poor-law reform during the 
last eleven years ; the inquiry instituted by the Committee of 
the House of Commons OF), which — y wegen ae evils 
of the present system, ¢ pressure brought to upon 
the Poor-law Board to check legislation; the results of tthe 
labours of lady visitors at workhouses in calling public atten- 
tion to the way in which the eee were treated ; the sensation 
case of Gibson at the St. Giles’s infi ; the labours of 
Tae LANceT —— =. — y By pres ag: remorer 
which was formed in 1866. a rs ially directed 
attention to the subject of the proposed resident appoint- 
ments; and to the advantage that must follow the existence of 
a superior authority, who might be consulted, and to whom 
any might be made, and which would be a guarantee 
that the infirmary was well managed. In regard to the medi- 
cal officer having a seat at the Board, it was never desired by 


the Association that he should take any part in final decisions 
of the guardians, but merely that an ity might always 
be afforded for the opinion and advice of the cal officer 
to be obtained or ered when necessary. 
The report having been seconded by Dr. Weicu and adopted 
| unanimously, 
| It was moved by Mr. Evecene Gopparp (Clerkenwell), and 
seconded by Dr. DupFieip (St. ’s, Westminster 
‘*That this meeting is of opinion that Mr. Hardy’s ‘Metro 
politan Poor’ Bill will effect considerable improvement in the 
medical care and treatment of the sick poor; and they re- 
| cognise with great satisfaction that it embodies nearly all the 
suggested by this Association.” 
Dr. Fow ier then entered into a 
show that the heavy expenses in rebui &c., which would 
_ be entailed upon some of the east-end i po eerie 
| would not be compensated by the subsequent advan and 
| Lngeegeied 605 Sin teGiacsemcanmnn ie & ing : 
_ “The meeting is, however, y of opinion that the pro- 
posed common fund should be debited with all ex - 
_ taining to the housing and maintaining of the in-door sick 
poor.’ 


Carer (of Blackheath), and sup- 
cGiu. The ing was alto- 
gether in favour of the ition that the charges con- 
nected with the in-door si be made upon the common 
fund, and the original proposition, with Dr. Fowler's rider, was 
unanimous) u 

It was moved by Mr. Benson Baker (Marylebone), seconded 
by Mr. Bensamin Ciarke, F.R.C.S. (East London)—‘‘ That 
the Council be requested to watch the progress of the Bill 
through Committee ; and, if possible, to obtain the insertion 
of clauses :—1. To secure life appointments for all Poor-law 
medical officers. 2. To obtain for all workhouse medical 
officers a seat at the Board of Guardians, and for all district 
medical officers a seat at the di committee—without 
“eet amen they may be able to i i 

upon all questions relating to the medical department. 
3. —— that there shall be in every infirmary, a visiting, 
as well as, when necessary, a resident assistant medical 
officer.” And in addition, on the proposition of Mr. Harr, 
seconded by Mr. L. M. Gopparp, to prevent the nominated 
guardians from we selected from interested persons, and 
to secure to medical officers due ene of 
appeal in certain cases,-—‘'4. That the nominated 

ould include graduates of universities and colleges and other 
chartered educational bodies. 5, That the dispensary com- 
mittee shall contain a proportion of nominated : 
| 6. That compensation should be provided for out-door alien 
officers when injured by the varying of their contracts. 
7. That an appeal shail be spaniel toseeiien! elenes for the 
a the amount of compensation.” Carried unani- 
mously. 

lt was then moved by Mr. Evcenz Gopparp 
seconded by Mr. Frost (Kensi m),—‘‘ That a deputation 
wait upon the President of the Poor-law Board and present 
him with a copy of the foregoing resolutions and a copy of the 
quarterly report of the Council. 

A vote of thanks was given to the officers and members of 
Council for their services during the = quarter, and also 
to the President for his conduct in the chair. 





d statement to 


This was seconded by Dr. 
ported by the Rev. Mr. M 





(Clerkenwell), 





THE CHOLERA AT JERSEY. 


We have additional information relative to the epidemic of 
cholera at Jersey. Fifty fresh cases and seventeen deaths have 
been reported from ‘Tuesday morning, the 19th ult., to Tuesday 
morning, the 26th, The total number of cases from the com- 
mencement of the outbreak has been 134. Of these 55 have 
died, 54 have been returned as recoveries, and 25 are stil! 
under treatment. 

No further light has been thrown upon the question of origin 
or importation of the disease. Nearly all the localities in 
which the new cases have occurred have been scarcely elevated 
above sea-level. Twenty-one of the cases have taken place ina 
limited space, supplied with water contaminated with sewage, 
which, together with sea-water, finds its way into many of the 
| inhabitants’ cellars. . 

Though it is now impossible, owing to deaths, to trace com- 
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munication between all the sufferers, the result of such inqui- 
that such connexion 





PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF CHOLERA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Johnson will 


i apprehend 
ill not be regarded as the least effective among the 


I am, Sir, obediently yours, 
Albemarle-street, Feb. 27th, 1867. G, Owen Rees. 





GLOUCESTER INFIRMARY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—I rejoice to see the decision of the governors of the 
Sorta ms 
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of falling 
either “‘ fight shy” of this d 
minds to a certain number 


practice must 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fes, 2isr. 
MORTALITY IN THE HARBOUR OF ST. THOMAS. 


of Coens of St. John’s, Wappi 





the deaths of seamen in the port 
this return any hon. member could 


METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW BILL. 


and on the v » home ; 
‘ oyage 


ee moda have prevented those cases of 
which had recently aroused public indignati 
favour of an extension of the area of rati 
fairly the t charge bore on certain c 
but was of opinion that oe 
enough in this Bill. He asked Mr. Hardy 
scarlet fever, small-pox, and lunatic patien’ 


pie Vee weve ree. aoe 00 es oe ue 
in preparation a Bi more equi assessment 

is, which he would ieiosdibes if Mr. Hunt's 

Bill for that met with a favourable reception. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

Petitions were presented BB T. F. Buxton from incum- 
bents and churchwardens of ist Church, Watney-street, and 
of St. George’s-in-the-East, in favour of equalisation of the 

rates ; and by Mr. Butler, from the rector and church- 
, praying for the equalisation 
of poor rates in the on the basis of saleable value, 
QUARANTINE IN THE WEST INDIES. 

In answer to a question by Captain Spiers, Mr. ADDERLEY 
said it was ‘enpeatiile to state what the regulations in the 
British West India possessions were as to quarantine. Looking 
through the Acts on the subject he found that one of them 
made specific i but they left it to each governor to 
make such ions as the circumstances of a case mi 


particular case 
. . regulations affecting it, he 
would obtain them by sending to the colony for them. 
Fes. 22np. 
SANITARY STATE OF WALES. 

Mr. Corry stated that the attention of the Government 
had been directed to the sanitary Ss as 
Wales, and medical officers of the Privy Council had sent 
down from time to time, on the outbreak of epidemic diseases, 
for the purpose of giving advice to the local authorities with 

in to Government, who 


THE HOLYHEAD UNION. 


in ly to a question, that in 
a. LES olyhead, i 


of | results had followed: people suffering from typhus fever 











THE RATING OF CHARITIES. 

Mr. Brpputru asked whether attention had been called to 
the fact that hospitals and other charitable institutions, for- 
merly held to be exempt from poor and other parochial rates, 
were by a recent decision made assessable for those rates ; and 
whether it was proposed to recommend any alteration in the 
law so affecting them. 

Mr. Ear.te.—The decision referred to by the hon. member 
asestablishing the liability of hospitals and other charitable 
institutions to contribute to poor-rates has certainly not es- 
caped the attention of my right hon. friend the President of 
the Poor-law Board. As, however, the state of the law will 
probably be further elucidated by the decision of the courts in 
some cases now pending, I cannot at present say more than 
that the whole question of exemptions from rating is under the 
consideration of the Government. 


Fes. 257n. 
Petitions were presented, by Mr. Akroyp, for granting the 
franchise to tes in icine, arts, and divinity; by Mr. 
Leeds, in favour of the 


franchise ; 
Guardians of Bridgend and Cowbridge Union, in favour of the 
mapa et mines, woods, plantations, and real property; b 
Mr. Burwer, from the District Board of Works of the Aa 
of Whitechapel, and from the Vestry of the Hamlet of Mile- 
Sgudlintitn ob [rotestantinenghocnth exctecpeiten perish 
isation of -rates out itan pari 

edatieht connshuiiens by Mr. Leroy, from the Pre- 
sident and Council of the Irish es Og ee ne 

superannuation allowances to medical officers poor- 

and dispensaries. 

ENSIGN CULLEN AND SURGEON MORRIS. 


y to Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Mowsray stated that there had 
Cullen and 


out of prison with- 

to impose 

conditions, oumene te might or might not be subject to 
— as might be necessary. 
Bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Dispagxi made an explanation ing his resolutions 
on Reform, in which he stated that the ernment intended 
to-enfranchise the University of London by giving it one seat. 

Fes. 267TH. 
FACTORY CHILDREN. 
Mr. Fawcett moved a resolution 
Sinaia tne: edheautitanh-al 
children who are ed in agri 
by Mr. Axroyp, who spoke 
manufacturing districts. 

Mr. TREVELYAN supported the motion, and dwelt on the 
poe a Fat a 
education. thought country gentlemen not suffi- 
erat cae 

x DNEY r. ied t gentle- 
indi education in the agn 

to 

would 


was to get the chi 
Mr. WALPOLE, while pointing ont that the subject 

be riper for discussion when the Report on the Employment 

of Children in Agricultural Districts in Gangs was before the 

House—as it would be very shortly,—intimated that he had 

arrived at the opinion that it might be necessary to 

some provisions of the Factory Act to children em- 


the expediency 

of the Factory Act to 
which was seconded 
the good effect of the Act in 





F 


Halifax Poor-law —ae 2 favour of abolishi 
of removal of poor persons from one locality to another 
another praying that all mines and woodlands may 
liable to pay peor rates; by Mr. W. E. Fonrsrsn, 
Bradford Board of Guardians, im favour of i i 
timber plantations, and other property to the relief 
r; and by Alderman Satomons, from the Local 
Health for the district of Woolwich, for equalising the 
for the relief of the poor over the whole metropolis. 
DUBLIN UNIVERSITY PROFESSORSHIPS BILD. 
Mr. Lawson, in moving the second reading of this bill, ex- 
plained that its object is to remove another of the religi 
disabilities which Roman Catholics have just reason to com- 
i i to p of ali religious denomi- 
ee eee Se ae 
chemistry, and botany, in Dublin University. As far as 
1853 a commission, of which the late Archbishop Whately was 
a member, recommended the removal of these restrictions, so 
that the present measure came before the House with some 
authority. The Solicitor-General for Ireland, speaking in 
another seemed to take exception to the course 
in introducing the bill; but he ventured to think the 
gentleman would hardly endorse the same argument in his 
place in that House, 
Mr. Lerroy said he was in a position to give not 
own assent but also the assent of the Board of Trinity C 
to the bill. The reason why a measure was not introduced on 
the part of the university authorities themselves was owing to 
some diversity of opinion between the University Board and 
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implying that he was registered 

William Wiseman, surgeon, 

a the defendant was formerly 
e had selected three out 

knowledge 


come to his 
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geon. The evidence being conclusive, the defendant, by = 
advice of his attorney, withdrew his plea of not guilty, and 
admitted the three offences proved him. Fines amount- 
ing to ten yuineas were imposed, with the alternative uf three 
months’ imprisonment.— Yorkshire Post. 

Juxtor Mepicat Society or Loypoy.—At a meet- 
ing held at Charing-cross Hospital on the 20th ult., the chair- 
man, Mr. C. Calthrop, exhibited a case of Phthisis, which 
had occurred in the hospital within a few days, the subject 


having shown no Me ties cack eee on 

Mr. E. Sandwell, MRCS “The 
Mechanical Treatment of Stricture.” Ha illeteated his paper 
by means of a large collection YA mig Empress ee 


used for a long period, and, in drawing his conclusions, said 
considered that the majority of cases presenting —— 
the practitioner for ae ian = eget to ordinary dila- 
tation ; 8 aN this opinion read the netes of 
treated successfully by Dr. Janes dilator. 


An interesting discussion followed, in which gentlemen con- 
nected with the various hospitals of the part. 
It was evident that they concurred in the advisability of 
treatment by dilatation in the majority of cases of stricture. 

The microsco exhibited by Mr. Steward and Messrs. 
Baker were ope eat to those firms. 

Mr. Baxter Laneuey, of Lincoln’s-inn-fields, has 
appointed receiver under the High Court of Chancery in 
accordance with a decree in the case of Brighouse v. Marget- 


Mr. Caries Leoce, M.R.CS. has been 

sented wih daa and le sre sre of 

Sis Waren Meath Pena trcthoeney of side cxapech enh te. 
“asa 

Satis ervemand siomicr tecier a aelen'e 


been elected Professor 


Hl 
she 


ie 








MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
Andover Union—Medical Officers for No. 4nd No. 5 Districts. 
Cheshire 











G. Canruwtex, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer to the Work- 
house of the Castlecumer Union, Uo. Kilkenny, vice C. E. Koss, M.B., 


T. mee M. R.C8. has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vacei- 
nator for the District of the O mskirk Union, Lancashire, vice 
C. Dandy, M.R.C.8.E., deceased. 

R. Goonixe, MB. has been appointed a Surgeon for the Greenwich Dis- 
trict of the oT + Kent Lege 

6. FP. ae m been elected House-Surgeon of the Bolton In- 


W. Maser, LOE PL, Lu. M.R.C.S E., has been appointed Medical 
Ofticer to the Portsmouth h District of the Portsea Island Union. 
Surg for the G 


J. R. Peenwws, LBC. ppointed Resident Medical 
Oficer to the Sick Chi Children's Hospital, vice W. 0. P. Nolston, M.D., 


hose appointment expi' 
iM Tvckwett, M.D. has been «ae arnes Physician to the 
Chi D. 


.. has been appoin’ me Te the Dumfries and 
way Royal Infirmary, vice John = B., CM, resigned. 


8. Wooneoce, LRCERA. has been appointed Officer for the No. 1 
District of the Chorlton Union, vice John Smith, M.R.C,S.E., resigned. 


Births, Wlarcages, and Deas 


BIRTHS. 


On the 18th of Jan., at Kurnaul, East Indies, the wife of Dr. H. F. Paterson, 

On teetasth of 3 ey the wife of Dr. Speedy, Surgeon 
t of Jan., at , 
45th Regiment, of a daughter. . 

“awe oo ee ee 


D., of 
ee ee Brougham-terrace, Liverpool, the wife of Arthur 
ary eh e 
Om the 0h lt a ag of W. F. Haghes, M.R.CS.E,, of » 


A> a Pump-street, Londonderry, the wife of Edward Smith, 
M.B. T.C.D., of a son. 
oes at Aston-road, Birmingham, the wife of A. G. Wilkinson, 


.E., of a son. 
On the 26th ult., at Lifford, Co. Donegal, the wife of Charles Smith, M_D., of 
a son. 
On the 26th ult., at Victoria-place, Crewe, the wife of Richard Lord, M.D., 
of a daughter. 


YN 








MARRIAGES. 
On the 19th ult, at Woolwich, John 


<5. <d 
to 
On the 20th ult, at St treads Me Bh Hlead, 


us Prater, M 
Surgeon ix. to Lissie, 


Gs. bo of 


On the 6th of Jan., at Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth, South Atcian, F. Meggy, 
M.B.CS.E., formerly of Park-crescent, Stockwell, aged 26. 
On the 1éth alt., at Pitzroy-square, J. L. Owen, M_D., late of Brooklyn, New 


York, and of Carnarvon, aged 50. 

On the 16th ult., in London, J. R. Monday, M.R.C.S.E., of Olveston, near 
Bristol. 

On the 18th ult, at Worcester, Edgar Lowe, M.R.C.S.E., Surgeon in the 


Gloucestershire Militia, aged 36. 
On , nog ba at Narberth, Jessie James, the wife of Maurice Griffith 


ay oe tong ving daughter of the late Evan George, 
ok Seen 


of Pembroke. 
pt che 5 agen nec Tudor-road, Upper Norwood, 


aes it a eughamterace, Ueerpook of pthins, Ellen, the wie 


BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 
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Co Correspondents, 


Tae Poor or Eprnsurce snp tHErr Homes. 

Wat would it be for our large towns if their journals would do for them 
what has been done for Edinburgh by the Cowrant newspaper of that city. 
We can harcly suppose that the poor of the northern metropolis are more 
badly housed than those of other great centres of city life; but their con- 
dition has been made the subject of a more graphic and impressive series 
of portraitures than that of any similarly circumstanced community in 
these islands. Mr. Anderson, one of the staff of the Cowrant, has made an 
exploring expedition into all the wynds, alleys, and “lands” of the most 
squalid and degraded districts of Edinburgh, and has described their 
aspect and the quality of their inmates with a Defoe-like fidelity, which 
cannot fail to rouse the sympathy of the public, and to conduce to their 
immediate improvement. A tenement, for example, which had been aban- 
doned even as a dog-kennel, has been converted into a dwelling for human 
deings, the proprietor doing a great part of the building process with his 
own hands. The novel school of architecture adopted by this designer is 
worthy of notice. He seems to have the invaluable gift of being able to 
manufacture antiquity; for although his handiwork is not twenty years 
old, it looks dilapidated enough to have seen the wear and tear of some 
centuries. “On the first floor (according to the phraseology adopted by 
the landlord, who is said to be an old man-of-war’s man) are the ‘cabin 
passengers;’ on the second, the ‘deck passengers; and behind are the 
“steerage passengers.” Mr. Anderson, having ventured on board, found 
this strange craft divided into twenty-seven rooms, each room containing 
a family; and, to judge from the mortality among its “crew,” it would 
seem capable of carrying them to the next world much quicker than any 
other craft could have carried them round this. The want of light 
is, moreover, as frequent a defect in these Edinburgh hovels as the 
want of weather-proof walls; and Mr, Anderson found old women and 
young children huddled together in rooms of which the partitions were 
streaming with damp; the floors giving way, from sheer rottenness, be- 
neath the feet; and the light of day, by a judici g it of the 
landlord with the sun, effectually excluded. To say that life is sustained 
under such conditions is simply to proclaim the vitality of the victims, and 
to illustrate the wonderful vis conservandi sui which Cicero has so memo- 
rably attributed to Nature. Cleanliness may indeed be next to godliness ; 
but the interval between those two sovereign qualities seems very great in 

We suspect, however, that the “grey metropolis” is no worse 
than her neighbours, and that other cities in these islands could be shown 
to stand in as urgent need of sanitary amelioration if only their newspapers 
were as outspoken as the Edinburgh Courant, and had reporters as enter- 
prising and as vig in word-painting as Mr. Anderson. We are far 
from saying that such lay inspection, even when conducted by such very 
competent investigators as Mr. Anderson, is enough. Qualified medical 
men should be appointed and paid for a thorough and periodical examina- 
tion of the dwellings of the poor. But, until that is done, we cannot bat 
be grateful for such valuable accessions to the cause of sanitary reform as 
that which has just reached us from Edinburgh. 

Mr. J. L. Emerson.—The subject is worthy of consideration; and when the 
political horizon is clearer, action in the matter might be taken with a 

of success, 

A, F.—To both questions, an answer in the negative must be given. 











A Corggctioy. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

In the report of the discussion which followed the reading of my 
“amyloid” disease at the Medico-Chi , which is 
last number, I find myself ted as having made a state- 
far as it is intelligible, is jy contrary to what I should 

expression of opinion Dr. Pavy, that the new material 
it is said that I to the condition of the liver and 

a recent case, for in the more chronic cases they become en- 


intended ben was that affected 


relltte 


; 


the liver in par- 

ler as time went on— 
he position of 

to the extreme 


Hu 
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Chesterfteld-street, May-fair, Feb. 26th, 1867. 


Mr. Williamson.—When grape-juice undergoes, first vinous and afterwards 
acid fermentation, it is through the influence of an azotised substance con- 
tained in the juice which acts as a ferment, and which when it thus acts 
must be in an incipient state of putrefactive decomposition. The putrefac- 
tive change and formation of the ferment must therefore precede the 
fermentation, which yields spirit and afterwards acid ; and the putrefaction 
may sometimes proceed without the vinous fermentation being produced. 

Dr. Pike.—it referred to another gentleman. 

Mr. G. Vaudrey.—The notice had reference to the report of an inquest in a 
local paper, in which it was stated that Mr. Vaudrey had refused to attend 
in a case of emergency. 

Annus Medicus.—Either may be used. We think the latter the more correct. 





Tux Errscrs oy Tsmrzraycs. 

Ws recently very briefly noticed the good effects that had followed the sup- 
pression of public-houses in certain parts of Ireland. Dr. Wallace has been 
good enough to give us some detailed particulars of very great interest in 
reference to this matter. In the county of Tyrone are five townlands, 
under the agency of one of the Vice-Presidents of the Temperance League, 
Their area is fifty-five square miles; the population 9000. Before the ex- 
tinction of public-houses, there were police barracks, and the poor-rate 
was one shilling and fourpence in the pound. Since their extinction the 
former have been removed, and the latter has fallen to fivepence or six- 
pence; whilst it still remains at one shilling to one shilling and three- 
pence in the adjoining townlands, There appears to have been no “ case” 
from the district before the petty sessions for the last nine years, and there 
is no illicit manufacture in it. Not only is there a negation of evils, but a 
vast improvement in social status. The following particulars are given to 
us in reference to Bessbrook, a large villaze which has sprung into exist- 
ence within the last ten years, and is populated entirely by the officials and 
operatives of the Bessbrook Spinning Company. It possesses no public- 
house, no police, and it is said there is never any occasion for the exercise 
of their authority. There is no workhouse nearer than Newry, two miles 
off. There are various benefit societies, co-operative shops, and the like; 
a reading-room, with a good library; a dispensary, supported by the opera- 
tives, the deficiency, if any, being made good by the proprietor ; a provident 
or sick fund, by which the mechanics are given half pay for three months 
when ill or unable to work ; and a national school. Education is compal- 
sory. The sanitary arrangements of the place are good; the streets are 
clean and well lighted. There are baths, and a dairy farm ; whilst houses are 


of population surprisingly great. 
Dr. T. A. Redwood,—The work mentioned is as good as any other on the 
subject, 
Mgpicat Eriqugrrs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Renee 5 Sees Fee Oe te ene OR The ent 
from Mr. Andrews, of Salisbury, under the following circumstances :— 
I was attending a man who was suffering from colic or consti 
or three days’ standing. I saw him twice, and ied him 
when Lord Folkestone called to see him, and directly » 
happens to be his medical adviser, and who, without the slightest excuse or 
apology, takes the case (a private patient) completely out of my hands, con- 
trary to the wishes of the people, and Gnowtne well tres I wes 
I to Mr. Andrews for an explanation, when I 
which I did not deem at all a satisfactory one; and, by the 
y ical friends, I wrote again, when I received note No. 
which [ will leave you to make your own comment on. 
am, Sir, yours truly, 
Down’ Salisbury, Feb. 14th, 1867. 
No. 1. 
The Close, Salisbury, February 3rd, 1987. 
ested by Lord F. to visit his under-k: (Peck) 
as li as possible. I found man in 
him with the he 
day. I should otherwise 


R. T. Czsaz. 


My par Str,—I was 
afternoon wi 
and leeched him, and 
on the 
in consultation. As he was, however, somewhat 
to keep him in hand. 


municated with you, and have to apologise for 
the circumstances of the man, and that 
cases has always sent me to his keepers, it unfor- 
tunately did not occur to me to do so. 


Believe me yours truly, 


French newspaper was published in 1632 by Theoprastus Renaudot, 
tinguished physician, under the patronage of Louis XIV. It was called 
the Gazette de France, Dr. Bastwick, during the newspaper persecutions 
in the reign of Charles I., was condemned to have his ears cut off, to be 
fined £5000, and to imprisonment. 
Mr. Foster (Huntingdon) shall receive a private note. 
Dr. D. Leslie —Under the unsatisfactory state of the law, there is no remedy 
for such abuses, 

“A Cay ror Hzur.” 
Tux following contributions have been further received on behalf of the 
above :— 

-» £3538 5 2 


Per Dr. G. C. Jonsox. 
E. H. Ambler, Esq., Hemel Hempstead 2100 
Veto.—Surely the question cannot be asked seriously. There is so mach 
difference between legitimate doses of medicine and homeopathic doses, 
that we can scarcely believe our correspondent to be in earnest. 
Dr. Domett Stone's letter shall if possible appear in our next impression. 
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Traps in Lescuzs, 


Awowest the various developments of the industry of our community (says 
the Sydney Mail) during recent years is one of a rather curious character— 


Fishing Company. It is customary for the 
steamer of the Company to take a trip down the Marray, perhaps 100 or 200 
miles, and the leeches are then gathered from the swamps, lagoons, over- 
flows, and shallow branches of the river. From 150,000 to 250,000 leeches are 
sometimes collected in one of these trips. They are then packed and con- 
veyed to Melbourne, where a large proportion of them are put up for 
transmission abroad. Large numbers of them are sent to London and 
Paris, where it is stated they are preferred to leeches brought from any 
other place; but the principal outlet for the export is America, where the 
demand is always great. It is stated that a contractor, under a licence from 
the Viceroy of Egypt, has for some years sent annually about 3,000,000 to the 
European markets, where the demand is greater than the supply, and the 





, been a 
tality in the Metropolis,” issued weekly from the Registrar-General’s office 


A Public Vaccinator.—It is better to treat such nonsense with contempt. 


Teeatuent or Civs-Foor, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
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L. H.—The College of Sargeons formerly claimed the bodies of al! criminals 
executed for murder. Earl Ferrers’ body was conveyed in his own coach 
and six to Surgeons’ Hall to be dissected. The last body was that of 
Smithers, executed about thirty years ago for a murder in Oxford-street. 

Mr. F. Turton, L.R.C.P., one of the Town Council of W: being 
desirous of bringing the following clause of the Sanitary Act, sect. 23, into 





Sryeutas Brera. 
Ir is asserted by Dr. Carpenter that “in the slave States of America it is not 
for a black woman to bear at the same time a black and a 


Medical Student, (Gay’s.)\—The evil is a gross one, but not likely to be 
attended with the bad consequences which our correspondent anticipates, 


S. P. M. should consult a respectable surgeon. 
Mr. H. Gilbert.—Next week. 





peereei sii! 
| ie 


H. M., (St. Bartholomew’s.)—The examinations will commence in April 
next. Particulars will be found in our advertising columns of this day. 
Me will be examined on the use of splints and bandages. 

Tue new treatment of consumption as advertised in the Torquay Direct wry 
is simply “fudge.” 

X. Y.—He should not be required to attend except on special occasions. 

A Medical Student, (St. Austell.) —1. Fownes’s Chemistry.— 2. Bentley's 
Botany. 

Psortasts Patmants, 
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Test vor Meruyuarep Srreir. 

D.F.—Pat into a smal! fiask or other apparatus suitable for distillation, 
thirty grains of bichromate of potash, half an ounce of water with twenty- 
five minims of strong sulphuric acid, and about half a drachm of the spirit 
to be tested. Allow the mixture to stand for fifteen minutes, and then 
@isti) half an ounce. Add to the distilled product sufficient carbonate of 
soda to make it slightly alkaline, and then buil it down to half i's volume. 
Add now acetic acid, so as to give it a slightly acid reaction. Put it into a 
elean test tube, add to it a grain of nitrate of silver dissolved in half a 
drachm of distilled water, and boil very gently for about two minutes. If 
it becomes muddy and opaque, and the tube after being rinsed and filled 
with water appears browned, it may be concluded that the spirit was methy- 
lated. 


Taz Incezass or Smatu-Pox. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sre,—In your journal of Feb. 23rd there is an article on Small pox, showin 
how prevalent it is, in one and al! districts alike. It also a {an 
very perly) the employment of eines the means enting 
the disease, or at all events considerab! mitigating its coeute at vaeci- 
— is the only means to be | upon, is general went hs ed by the 

; but the question is, How is every Ly --4 be brought under 
the oratestion of its saving powers? My oungumen is, that every qualitied 
opp mer should be (by the ant! of the parish in which 

hé is pra tisinz) as a public vaccinator, and to be paid by them, as the parish 

doctor is, for each lease If this were adopted, every surgeon would 

1 up his own cases, and see the operation properly Gad eegneeeterty per 

1 ; whilst at present the registrar simply the mother the or inary 

when she registers her babe, and no notice is taken whether it 
vaccinated or not. I cannot perceive the necessity of inspectors of vacci- 

ation “sms y see if a case is successful, as recommended in your article. 
ix the ry Ap ie eld Does he ever certify to a case being suc- 
Cesstul when it is not? 1 merely send you this as a proposition, and am of 

sirong opinion that i each ase were propery pais fer _- 

ours 

February, 1967. tad J. 0. 
Heralds’ College.—On reference to “ Dod,” it will be found that Doctors of 

Medicine take precedence of Barristers, and even Queen's Counsel, “on 

‘the ground of ancient usage.” 

Dr. Mupotrer —The book was received. 
& Peliow.—The feeling of the Council on the motion of Mr. Hawkins was 
tested by the ballot; 6 voted for it, and 17 against it. 


A tap Age on tue Hate, 


Baitor of Tux Lancer. 
‘Sra.—I beg to send you some specimens of a fungus I have found in large 
hich T on and in rset with change of structure in false hair, with 
have en acquainted for some time. I think it is the same 
Zoogloea capillorum described a few years ago by Dr. Aloys Martin. It 
oe tinea class of fungi. Yours 


February 27th, 1867. 


A Graduate—The Chancellor of the Exchequer proposes to extend the 
franchise to the University of London. 

Grites will find the subject treated of in another column. There is no 
excuse for such conduct. 

P., (Rochdale.)—There is no remedy for such a case, except a Coroner's in- 
ques', and this we do not recommend. 

Mr. Henry Sowton's letter shall receive attention next week. 





.J 
mBuRY Fox. 


Tus System ov Griwvine. 
To the Editor ef Tax Lancet. 
Srre,—In reply to “A Stadent of St. Bartholomew’s,” I refer him to the 
terminating — of my letter in your impression of the 16th i 
understanding to exist | the 
‘the examiners certainly doesnot ae ain & 
“abominable system of grinding.” 
discussion relative tthe slang terms ued 
worthy either t> be gentiemen, 
po my y operon life ly dissected and injected, 
See pep ny epee ye hs hes dissected 
(eR ee 
Sir, you will take our cause up, and that our grievances will be re- 
written ————— for the anatomical ought not to exist, as 
_ it favours grinding, and 
Your obedient servant, 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Feb. 25th, 1367. BasTHOLOMEW. 


Pxrrsixe. 
To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
Sra,—As a old subscriber to Tus Lancer, I should feel 
M some of your correspondents would favour me withthe ibe 


February 27th, 1967. 





Dr. Tuckwell, Holywell; Mr. Bagill ; Dr. Sedtiee: Sealienins Mr. Clark, 
ee ee teeta bayer. Dr. Paterson, 





Mr. Chapman; Mr. Watson, Abersychan; Dr, Clarke, Lynton ; Mr. Davies; 
Dr. Perkins, Edinburgh ; Mr. Nunneley; Mr. Sewell ; Dr. Webster, Struan ; 
Mr. Conway; Mr. Savill; Mr. Demian; Mr. Edwards; Mr. Liewellin; 
Mr. Geo. Smith, Chester; Dr. Dixie, Leamington; Dr. Mason, Surbiton; 
Dr. Leslie; Mr. Taylor; Mr. Colthurst; Mr. Brand, Keighley ; Dr. Gervis; 
Mr. Clarkson; Dr, Lord, Crewe; Mr. Macalister; Dr. Beverley, Norwich ; 
Dr. Vickinson ; Dr, Pike, Weyhill; Mr. Browne; Mr, Moore; Mr. Morgan ; 
Dr. Evaus, Narberth; Dr. Redwood, Rhymney; Dr. Rattray, Portobello; 
Mr. Lewin ; Mr. Crofts; Mr. Gillam; Dr. Winrace; Mr. Addams, Taunton; 
Mr. Fieldson ; Mr. Matthews; Mr. Langley ; Dr. Buckley, Haydock Lodge; 
Dr. Hardy ; Mr, Thompson, Oxford; Mr. Parry, Dublin; Dr. Fedeli, Rome; 
Dr. Sisson: Mr. Tack; E. C.; Jassari; E. B.; H.C.; D.F.; X. ¥.; 4, V.; 
A. F.; J.0.; Critas; Omega; T. H.; R. N.; Bartholomew; F. R.; L. K.; 
Medical Student ; A Public Vaceinator; W. H.; Annus Medicus; M. BE. R.; 
R. 8.; The Military Secretary, India Office; An Associate of King’s College ; 
E.B; B.S. E.; C.R. H.; Needlegun; Credulous; Veto; D.B.; &c. &c. 
Tux Birmingham Daily Gazette, the Kentish Mercury, the Brighton Gazette, 
the Liverpool Weekly Courier, the Midland Gaz. tte, the Totnes Times, 
the Western Gazette, the Aldershot Gazette, the Hampshire Telegraph, 
the Gateshead Observer, the Richmond Chronicle, the Burnley Gazette, 
Ge Settagien Aammaehy tthn Paatenten have PT 


Medical Diary 0 of the Ber, 


Monday, Ma: March 4. 

Sr. Marx’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9 a.u. and 1} Ps. 

Roya. Loypow Opataatmic HosprtaL, Mooxrisips.—Operations, 10} 4.x. 

Merropourtan Pree Hoserra. ions, 2 vs. 

Roya I strrvution.—2 p.a. General Monthly 

Royat CoLuser oF Suresons or ExGuanp.—4 Pm. Hasley, “On the 

Sauropsida, or Reptiles and Birds.” 

Socrery. Fs A Dr. Nie’ holson, “On Small-pox and 
Vaccination in Antigua.” Dr. Tilbury Fox: “Certain Questions con- 
cerning the Etiol of 

Mepicat Society oF on. — 8 vx. Mr. T. C. Weeden Cooke, “Qa the 
Relation of Cancer and Phthisis.” 

OpoytoLoeicaL Society or Gexat Brrrary.—8 Pa. 


Tuesday, March 5. 
Rorat Lowpow Ornrmatmic Hosprrar, M 
Guy's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 p.m. 
Wesraurrster Hosrtt. 2 : 
Natronat Oatsorapic Hosrrtan. 2. 
Roya. Instrrvtion,—3 P.a. Rev. G. Henslow, “On the Practical Study of 


ae... ele Socrety or Lorpor.—S8 P.u. 
Parnotoeicar Socizry or Loxvon.—8 Px. 





Osteology and Dentition of the 
EPIpEMIOLOGICAL 





Die: 
* 


tions, 10} 4.2, 








; Pays: 
le emp meee vel 


Tubercle. . 
o Loupen.-O 2m. Dr. Braxton _ = 1 “Ounces 


the Skin, and on a Case of Fibroid 
Friday, March 8. 


Moony 
Wesvuinster Oratuacmic H 
Roya dane ae or SuRGEONS OF os woh PM. 








fee sig the 


ie Crsanion Lasteges: 
Bonds tants Glen 


Pulmonary Phthisis. 
-_ - | restate Rev. W. Greenwell, “On the Yorkshire Wold 
omuli.” 





Cnranine-cross Hosprtar. 
Roya Lystrrvrion.—3 P.x. 





